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Short title.

Cap. 354.
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I assent.

(L.S.) GEORGE VELLA
President

25th January, 2022
ACT No. II of 2022
AN ACT to amend the General Elections Act, Cap. 354.

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

1. The short title of this Act is the General Elections
(Amendment) Act, 2022 and this Act shall be read and construed as
one with the General Elections Act, hereinafter referred to as "the
principal Act".

2. Immediately after sub-article (3) of article 56 of the principal
Act there shall be added the following new sub-article:

"(4) Should the extraordinary circumstances referred
to in sub-article (3)(g) of article 77 arise, the
Commission may, after consultation with the
Superintendent of Public Health, appoint such officers
from amongst healthcare workers in Malta to assist the
Assistant Electoral Commissioners, without assuming in
any way any of the duties of an Assistant Electoral
Commissioner, at mixed polling places designated in
terms of the said sub-article (3)(g), and this always
subject to such terms and conditions as the Commission
may deem fit, and such officers shall be subject to the
same obligations as Assistant Electoral Commissioners
with regard to the voting of persons whom they have
assisted to vote:
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Provided that a person may be appointed as an

officer to assist the Assistant Electoral Commissioners
even if he is not registered as a voter in the last published
Electoral Register, but a person may not be so appointed:

(a) if he is a candidate for election to the
House; or

(b) if he is a relative by consanguinity or
affinity up to the second degree of any candidate for
election to the House; or

(c) to assist with the poll in the electoral
division in which he resides; or

(d) to assist with the poll in the electoral
division where he habitually exercises his profession
or calling; or

(e) if he is manifestly, in the opinion of the
Commission after consulting the party delegates,
unsuitable or not sufficiently qualified to perform
the functions of an officer to assist the Assistant
Electoral Commissioners:

Provided that such person as appointed
by the Commission shall not be present whilst the
voter is voting and in each and every case, every
voter shall vote in the presence of the Assistant
Electoral Commissioners alone.".

Article 77 of the principal Act shall be amended as follows:

(a)

in paragraph (e) of sub-article (3) thereof, the words
"same Facility." shall be substituted by the words "same
Facility;" and immediately thereafter there shall be added the
following new paragraphs:

"(f) all the voters serving as Police officers
in the Police Force up to fourteen (14) days before
polling day shall only vote in the place indicated in
this sub-article and it shall be the duty of the
Commissioner of Police or his delegate to submit to
the Commission, up to fourteen (14) days prior to
the polling day, a list with the details of the name,
surname, identity card number and the date of birth
of such voters:
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(b)

Provided that, such information shall
only be strictly used for the purposes of this sub-
article and shall be sealed and stored in the room
designated by the Commission to hold all the ballot
boxes immediately following the publication of the
official result;

(g) at such places which are designated for
registered voters who are suffering from a notifiable
disease as may be specified by the Superintendent of
Public Health by notice in the Gazette for such
purposes or who are in mandatory quarantine related
to such notifiable disease, as the Commission may,
by notice in the Gazette, establish after consultation
with the Superintendent of Public Health:

Provided that the Superintendent of
Public Health shall issue such notice, not later than
one (1) day after the publication of the Writ,
specifying the said notifiable disease(s) and shall
furthermore declare that the said notifiable
disease(s) requires the introduction of other ad hoc
voting arrangements for voters suffering from the
same and, or who are in mandatory quarantine as a
result of such notifiable disease(s).";

in paragraph (a) of sub-article (3A) thereof, the

words "before polling day." shall be substituted by the words
"before polling day:
added the following new provisos:

n

and immediately thereafter there shall be

"Provided that any voter included in the list

compiled by the Superintendent of Public Health pursuant
to sub-article (4)(f) shall be entitled to cast his vote at the
place designated pursuant to sub-article (3)(g) between
7.00 am and 10.00 pm seven (7) days before polling day, if
he declares his intention to the Commission to avail
himself of this possibility by noon of the Friday before the
above-mentioned day, that is the seven (7) days before
polling day:
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Provided further that any voter who is suffering
from a notifiable disease as may be specified pursuant to
sub-article (3)(g), or who is in mandatory quarantine
related to such notifiable disease, on the Thursday before
the day that is the seven (7) days before polling day, but
who would cease to be in such a situation by polling day
and will not be in Malta or will be hospitalised in a hospital
on the day of the election, shall be entitled to cast his vote
at the place indicated pursuant to sub-article (3)(a) between
7.00 am and 10.00 pm seven (7) days before polling day, if
he declares his intention to the Commission to avail
himself of this possibility by noon of the Friday before the
above-mentioned day, that is the seven (7) days before
polling day:

Provided further that the declaration referred to in
the preceding provisos may be made to the Commission in
such manner as may be determined by the Commission
which declaration may not necessarily require a sworn
declaration.";

(c) in sub-article (3B) thereof, the words "vote at the
place" shall be substituted by the words "vote only at the place";
and

(d) sub-article (4) thereof shall be amended as follows:

(1) in paragraph (a) thereof, the words "serve as an
Assistant" shall be substituted by the words "serve as a
Polling Place Officer, a Chairperson or an Assistant" and
the words "reserves, shall" shall be substituted by the
words "reserves and all Police Officers in the Police Force,
shall";

(1)) in the proviso to paragraph (a) thereof, the
words "between 7.00 a.m. and 10.00 p.m." shall be
substituted by the words "between 7.00 a.m. and 10.00
p.m.:" and immediately thereafter there shall be added the
following new proviso:

"Provided further that any Assistant
Electoral Commissioner, including those selected to
serve as reserves, whose name is included in the list
compiled by the Superintendent of Public Health
pursuant to paragraph (f) shall only vote at the place
indicated pursuant to sub-article (3)(g) and in
accordance with the provisions of sub-article
(3A)(a).";
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(ii1) in paragraph (b) thereof, the words "referred to
in article 59(6)" shall be substituted by the words "referred
to in article 59(6) and whose name is included in the list
mentioned in paragraph (f) of sub-article (3)" and the
words "the publication of that list." shall be substituted by
the words "the publication of the list mentioned in sub-
article (6) of article 59 or shall have resigned from the
Police Force after the submission of the list mentioned in
paragraph (f) of sub-article (3). In the case of any new
member joining the Police Force after the submission of
the said list, he shall have the right to vote only on polling
day.";

(iv) in paragraph (d) thereof, the words "Gozo
General Hospital, shall vote" shall be substituted by the
words "Gozo General Hospital, shall only vote" and the
words "these voters shall be." shall be substituted by the
words "these voters shall be:" and immediately thereafter
there shall be added the following new proviso:

"Provided that any voter included in the
list compiled by the Superintendent of Public Health
pursuant to paragraph (f), but who would no longer be
registered as a patient at one of the above mentioned
hospitals on polling day, shall only vote at the place
designated pursuant to sub-article (3)(g) between 7.00
am and 10.00 pm, and only on Thursday before polling
day.";

(v) in sub-paragraph (i) of paragraph (e) thereof,
the words "shall vote on the Thursday" shall be substituted
by the words "shall vote only on the Thursday";

(vi) in sub-paragraph (ii) of paragraph (e) thereof,
the words "shall vote on the Saturday" shall be substituted
by the words "shall vote only on the Saturday"; and

(vil) immediately after paragraph (e) thereof there
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shall be added the following new paragraph:

"(f) Notwithstanding any other provision of
this Act, registered voters who are suffering from a
notifiable disease as may be specified by the
Superintendent of Public Health by notice in the
Gazette or who shall be in mandatory quarantine
related to such notifiable disease on polling day
shall only vote in a place designated in accordance
with sub-article (3)(g) on such day and at such time
on or before polling day, as may be established by
the Commission after consultation with the
Superintendent for  Public Health and
communicated to such individuals:

Provided that for such purposes it shall
be the duty of the Superintendent of Public Health
or his authorised officer to submit to the
Commission, as soon as reasonably practicable and,
at the latest, up to 9:00 pm on Friday before polling
day, a list with the name, surname, identity card
number, date of birth and contact details of persons
who on polling day shall be suffering from a
notifiable disease as specified pursuant to sub-
article (3)(g) or who shall be in mandatory
quarantine related to the same notifiable disease,
and such information shall only be strictly used for
the purposes of this sub-article and subject to the
same conditions as in articles 107 and 108:

Provided further that the list submitted
by the Superintendent of Public Health shall be
sealed and stored in the room designated by the
Commission to hold all the ballot boxes immediately
following the publication of the official result:

Provided further that the Commission
may provide such assistance and services as it may
deem necessary, following consultation with the
Superintendent of Public Health, to enable such
persons to securely access and leave the polling
place.".
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Passed by the House of Representatives at Sitting No. 536 of the
19th January, 2022.

ANGLU FARRUGIA
Speaker

RAYMOND SCICLUNA
Clerk of the House of Representatives
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