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ACT No. XV of 1980 

J. J. CREMONA 

Acting President 

9th May, 1980 

AN ACT further to amend the Spirits Ordinance, Capo 64. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:-

1. This Act may be cited as the Spirits (Amendment) Act, 1980, 
and shall be read and construed as one with the Spirits Ordinance, here­
inafter referred to as "the principal law". 

2. In section 2 of the principal law, for the definition of "proof" 

there shall be substituted the following: 

" "degrees Gay Lussac ( 0 G.L.)" means the alcoholic strength 
by volume of a mixture of water and ethanol expressed as parts of 
a1cohol per 100 parts of the mixture, such a1coholic strength being 
ascertained by means of an a1cohol hydrometer in accordance with 
International Alcohol Tables;". 

3. In subsection (l) of section 12 of the principal law for the words 
"one gallon" there shall be substituted "five Htres". 

4. In subsection (5) of section 14 of the principal law for the 
word "proof" there shall be substituted "57° Gay Lussac". 

S. In paragraphs (c) and (e) of subsection ( 1) of section 15 of the 
principal law for the word "gallons" wherever it occurs there shall be 
substituted in each case the word "Htres", 



6. In subsection (l) of section 17 of the principal law for the 
words "at proof" there shall be substituted "57° Gay Lussac". 

7. In subsection (l) of section 20 of the principal law for the 
words "nine-tenths of a gallon of spirits at proof" and "hundred gallons" 

there shall be substituted respectively "nine-tenths of a litre of spirits at 
57° Gay Lussac" and "hundred litres". 

8. Section 21 of the principal law shall be amended as fol1ows: 

(a) in subsections (1) and (2) there of. the word "Sykes's" 
shall be deleted, and 

(b) in subsection (4) thereof, for the words "than four degrees 
of strength as indicated by Sykes's hydrometer" there shall be sub­
stituted "than two and one half degrees Gay Lussac". 

9. For subsection (1) of section 22 of the principallaw there shall 
be substituted the following: 
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"22. (l) Every disti11er shall provide and keep in his dis­
ti11ery a record book which shall be in the following form and shall 
contain the following information -
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* To be filIed in by the proper officer when delivering spirit from receiver to 
distiller." . 
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10. For subsection (!) of section 23 of the princip al taw there shaH 
be substituted the following: 

"23. (]) Every distiller must keep in his distillery a stock­
book, which shaB be in the following form and shaH contain the 
following information -
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11. Section 31 of the principal law shaH be amended as follows: 

(a) in subsection (2) thereof. for the words "one hundred 
gallons" there shall be subst ituted "four hundred and fifty litres", 
and 

(b) in subsection (4) thereof, for the words "twenty-five 
gal1ons" there shal1 be substituted "one hundred litres". 

12. Section 33 of the principal law shaH be amended <IS follows: 

(a) in subsection (l) thereof, for the words "twenty-five 
gallons" there shaH be substituted "one hundred litres", and 

(b) in subsection (2) thereof, for the words "five gallons" and 
"forty-five gallons" tl:.ere sha11 te substituted respectively "twenty 
litres" and "two hundred litres". 

13. Sectioll 34 of the principal law sha1l be amended as follows: 

(a) in subsection (2) thereof, for the word "proof" there shaH 
be substituted "5r Gay Lussac", and 

(b) in subsection (3) thereof, for the word "proof" there shaH 
be substituted "5r Gay Lussac". 

l4. Subsection (]) of section 35 of the principal law shaH be 
amended as follows: 

(a) in paragraph (c) thereof, for the words "in proof" there 
shaB be substituted "at 57° Gay Lussac", and 



(b) in paragraphs (e) and (f) tħereof. for the word "proof" 
there sha11 be substituted "570 Gay Lussac". 
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15. In subsections (1 ), (2) and (3) of section 36 of the principal Amendment of 
law, for the word "proof" wħerever it occurs there sha11 be substituted section 36 of 
. 

h "570 G L " 
the principal 

m eac case ay ussac . law. 

16. Subsection (3) of section 
amended as fo11ows: 

39 of the principal law sha11 be Amendrnent of 
section 39 of 

(a) for the word "proof" wherever it occurs there sha11 be sub­
stituted in each case "ST Gay Lussac"; 

(b) in paragraph (a) thereof, for the words "two ga110ns of 
spirit at proof" there shaH be substituted "two litres of spirit at 
570 Gay Lussac"; 

(c) in paragraph (b) thereof, for the words "one ha1f ga110n 
of spirit at proof" there sha11 be substituted "one ha1f litre of spirit 
at 57° Gay Lussac", and 

(d) in paragraph (c) thereof, for the words "one ga110n of 
spirit at proof" there shaH be substituted "one litre of spirit at ST 
Gay Lussac". 

the principal 
law. 

17. In section 42 of the principal1aw for the words "wet inches" Amendrnent of 

there sha11 be substituted "wet centimetres". section 42 of 
the principal 

the 

law. 

18. For section 49 of the principal law there sha11 be substituted Substitution of 

fo11owing: section 49 of 
the principal 

"49. (l) A book to be cal1ed "Receipt and Delivery Book" Iaw. 

sha11 be kept at every spirit warehouse in the fo11owing form -
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(2) A book to be called "Warrant Book" shall also be kept at 
every spirit wurehouse in the following form � 

----------�------------------_.------------------------�----------

Receipt account Delivery account Deficiencies 
I 

---------------, . 
! 
, 

(Date of delivery) ...................................... . 

(Signature of Officer) ................................. " 

19. In subsection (1) of section 50 of the principal law for the 
words "nine gal1ons" and "twenty-five gallons" there shall be sub­
stituted respectively "forty litres" and "one hundred litres". 

20. In subsection (1) of section 51 of the principal law for the 
words "two gallons" there shall be substituted "ten litres". 

21. In section 52 of the principal law for the words "two gallons" 
there shall be substituted "ten litres". 

22. In paragraph (a) of subsection (4) of section 54 of the prin­
cipal law for the words "gallons at proof" there shall be substituted 
"litres at 57° Gay Lussac". 

23. Section 58 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in subsection (2) thereof, for the word "gallons" there 
shall be substituted "litres", and 

(b) in subsection (9) thereof, for the word "proof" there sha11 
he substituted "5r Gay Lussac". 



24. In subsections (l) and (2) of section 60 of the principal law, 
for the words "gallons of spirits at proof by Sykes's hydrometer (London 
proof)" there shall be substituted "litres of spirits at 57° Gay Lussac by 
hydrometer". 
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25. In subsection (1 ) of section 62 of the principal law, the word Amend.ment of 

"Sykes's" shall be deleted. section 62 of 
the principal 
law. 

26. For subsection (2) of section 63 of the principal law there 
shall be substituted the following new subsection: 

"(2) If the quantity of spirits computed at 57° Gay 
Lussac found on taking the account exceeds the quantity which, 
according to the stock-book of the dealer or retai1er, ought to be in 
his possession, the excess shall be liable to be forfeited, and the 
dealer or retaiIer shall be liable to a fine (multa) not exceeding one 
hundred pounds and to a further fine (multa) of ten cents for every 
litre of the excess.". 

Amend.ment of 
section 63 of 
the principal 
law. 

27. In section 64 of the principal law, for the word "proof" there Amendment of 

shall be substituted "5r Gay Lussac". section 64 of 
the principal 

28. Section 67 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 

(a) for subsection ( l )  thereof there shall be substituted the 
following new subsection: 

"(1 )  Every person unlawfully possessing spirits shall be 
liable to a fine (multa) not exceeding one hundred pounds and 
to a further fine (multa) of ten cents for every litre or part of a 
litre of spirits so possessed, and such spirits may be seized and 
shall be liab1e to be forfeited."; and 

(b) in subsection (2) thereof for the words "two gallons" 
there shall be substituted "ten Iitres". 

law. 

Amendment of 
section 67 of 
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law. 

29. In subsection (l ) of section 82 of the principal law, for the Amendment of 
words "two gallons" there shall be substituted "ten litres". section 82 of 

the principal 
law. 

30. In sub-paragraph (b) of paragraph 2 of the Schedule to the Amendment of 

principal law, for the words "three inches" there shall be substituted Schedule to the 
Principal law. 

"7.6 centimetres". 

Passed by the House of Representatives at Sitting No. 392 of the 7th May, 1980. 

C. MIFSUD 

Clerk to the House of Representatives 

C.AGIDS 

Speaker 
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