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I assent 

(L.S.I AGATflA BARBARA 

President 

19th July. 1983 

AU No. XVI of 1983 

AN . .f.CT fU/her 10 amend the Medical and Kindred ProfessiolU 
Ordinance. Cap. 51. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President. by and with the advice and 
coniiICnt of the Horu;c of RepresenUti,""s, in this present Parliament 
assembled. and hy the authority 01 the same. as follows:-

I. This Act may be cited as the Medical and Kindred Prolessions 
(Ameodmenll Act. 1983. and shall be read and construed as one with 
the Medical and Kindred Professions Ordinance. hereinafter referred 
10 as "the principal law~. 

2. (]) In the principal law. for the words "as'listant apOthe. 
C'dry". "assistant apOthecaries" and "Assistant ApOthecaries' Register" 
wherever they occur there shall be suhstituted respectively the words 
"pbanoacy tochnician". "pharmacy technicians" and "Pharmacy Toch· 
nicians' Register". 

(2) [0 the principal law, for the words "Advisory and E~eaI' 
live Board" wherever they occur except in section 75 thereof. there shall 
be substituted the words "Board for the PrdeS'lions Supplementary to 
Medicine". 

3. Section 2 of the principal law shall he amended as follows: 

(a) io subsection (I) thereof. for the words "medical aUJlilia· 
Tie3 . midwives. registered nurses and enrolled nurses~ tbere shall 
be substituted the words "'midwive3. registered nurses . enrolled 
nUl~es and persons referred to in !lection 73D of this Ordinance,"; 
"d 

(h) in paragraph (c) of subsection (2) thereof. for the words 
"Medical D.UJIiliaries" there shall be substituted the words "tbe per· 
sons referred 10 in section 73D of this Ordinance". 
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4. Immediately at the end of SC\:Iion 4 of the principal law there 
shall be added the following new subsection : 

"(6) The Minister of Health may by regulations prescribe the 
qualifications which a foreign physician or snrgeon must have be­
fore a licence under subsection (5) of this section may be granled.". 

5, In the Maltese texl of subsection (3) of section 5 of the princi· 
pal law for the words "kontra isimha" there shall be substiluled Ihe 
words "ma' isimha". 

6. (I ) Seclion 6 of Ihe principal law shall be re.numbered as su],. 
seclion (1) and subsection (I) Ihereof as rc><numbered shall be amended 
as follows: 

(a) paragraphs (c), (d> and (e) thereof shall be renumbered 
respectively (d) , (e) and <0: 

(b) immediately aHer paragraph (bl thereof there shall be 
inserled the following new paragraph: 

"(c) on attending or being called in to visit a palienl 
whom he believes to be ~uffering from a disease or tbe dfa:1S 
of an incident, as is menlioned in Part I of the First Schedule 
10 thill Ordinance and connecled with his employmenl, 10 give 
immediale nOlice in wrihng 10 the SuperintendeDI of Public 
Heallh in Ihe fonn sel out in Part 2 of Ihat Schedule. 

The Minister of Health may by notice in the Gazeue 
make such allerations in Ihe said Schedule as may from time 
10 time be necessary.": 
(c) in paragraph (e) lhereof, for lhe word "Schedule" there 

sball be substituted the words "Second Schedule"; and 
(d) immediately after paragraph (f) tbereof there shall be 

inserted the following new parag.raph~: 
" (gl whenever any person needs 10 be referred 10 a 

Government hospital as ao in·patient or out-patient otber than 
in the case of a e<>mpulsory ~dmission under the provisions of 
lhe Menta] Heahh Acl, 1976 10 give such medical and other 
parliculars e<>ncerning Ihe palient On such fonn as may from 
time 10 tiJne be pres.ribed by regulations made hy the Minisler 
of Heallh; 

(b) in prescrihing medicinals to a patient enlilled 10 a 
medical aids granl under the National Assistance Act, 1956. 
to use snch fonn Or forms as the Minister of Heallh may hy 
regulat ions prescribe: and 

(i) in cerlifying patients as suffering from a disease or 
injury Or of dying from a disease. to use such nomenclature 
in accordance Wilh tbe inlernational classification ot diseases 
of the World Health Organizalion as Ihe Superintendent of 
Public Heallh may. from time 10 time, by notice in the Gazelle, 
publish,". 
(2) Immedialely aller sUbse<:tion (1) of seclion 6 of Ihe prin­

cipa l law, as re-numbered, there shalt be added tbe following new su],. 
section; 

"(2) Jt shalt be Ihe duty of every medical pmclitioner examin­
ing or treating a patienl suffering from any disease or injury as is 
mentioned in the Sevenlh Schedule to Ihe National Insurance Act. 
1956, which disease or injury was, in Ihe opinion of the said medica l 
practitioner, taused by or connected wilh Ihe relative occuration 



mentioned in the said Schedule, to give immediate notice in writing 
to the SUpt:'rintendent of Public Health in the form set out in Part 2 
of the First Schedule to thi$ Ordinance,", 

7. Immediately at the end of subsection (2) of section 17 of the 
principal law there shan be added the following proviso: 

"Provided that a candidate who has given notification as pro­
vided under paragraph (d) of subsection (I) of th is sectioo prior 
to the first day of January 1974. shall not, after the thirtieth day 
of June, 1984 be entitled to si t for the examinations referred to 
in this subsection on the strength of such notification.", 

8. For section 18 of the principal law there shall be substituted 
the following: 

" '8. m Tt shall not be lawful for any person 10 open or 
keep a dispensary unleSil there is in respect of ruch premises a 
li<:ence issued by the Superintendent of Public Health. 

(2) The Ii<:ense.. of a dispensary shan not close such 
dispensary unless he has given at least 24 hours previowJ notice to 
the Superintendent of Puhlic Health. 

(3) The said Superintendent may, on the re<.:eipt of a 
notice as is referred to in subsection (2) of this section, or where 
it has oome to his knowledge Ihal a dispensary has been closed, 
seal all Ihe medical substances, wherever kept by the licensee in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinan<:e, and take charge 
of any register required to be kept by such licensee under any 
law.", 

9. For section 58 of the principal law ther"<' shan be substituted 
the following: 
"Li«m« 
.., V_loo 
~.~ 
Stu-lI<ry. 

58. (]) No person may practise as a dental surgeon 
or denti,t unless he has a licence so to prnctise from the Pre­
sident of the Republlc. 

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsec­
tions (3) and (4) of Ihis section no person shall qualify to 
obtain a licence to practise as a dental surgeon or dentist un­
less _ 

(a) he is a citi~en of Malta; 
Cb) he is of good character. and 
(c) his name is entered in the Register of Dental 

Surgeons. 

(3) The Presiden t of the Repuhlk. on the advice 
of the Medical Coundl. may grant a temporary licence to any 
pt:'rson who holds the quailfications referred to in paragraphs 
(a) and (bl of subsection (2) of this section and has qualified 
for the degree or diploma in Dental Surgery of the University 
of Malta, 

(4) The President of the Republic may grant a 
temporary licence of a perind nO! exceeding two years to any 
foreign dental surgeon and may subject such licence to any 
condition as he may deem appropriate: and the Medical 
Council shall enter the name of any such foreign dental sur­
geon in a special part of the Register of Dental Surgeons, to. 
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gether with lhe limitations and conditions 10 which the licence 
is .ubject. 

(5) The ]l,liuister of Health may by regulations 
prescribe the qualifications which a foreign dental surgeon 
must have before a licence under subsection (4) of this section 
may be granted."'. 

10. Section 58A of the princ i!",1 law .hall be repealed. 

11. For section 59 of the principal law t!lere shall be substituted 
the follow ing: 

··Ro';."" 
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59. (!) The Medical Counci l shaH keep a register, in 
thi s Ordinance referred to as the Register of Denial Surgeons 
in which s!lall be entered -

(a) the name of every person who holds a degree 
or diploma in Dental Surgery of the Un iversity of Malta; 

(b) the name of e~ery person whose name is en· 
tered in such list or register kept in a country other than 
Malta. as are required to be recoSOised by Malla under 
and for the purposes of arrangement~ whereby full re­
ciprocity exists regarding the recognition of qualifica· 
tions in dental surgery between Malta and the country 
in which ~uch qualifica tions are obtained; and 

(e) the name of every citilen of Malta who holds 
a suitable qualification in dental surgery granted by a 
dental school recognised by the Medica l Council and 
who passes a practical and oral t~st in Dental Surgery 
and Pathology. ~ntal M""hanics, Dental Prosthetics 
~md Orthodontics: 

Provided that no person shall have his name entered 
in the Register of ~ntal Surgeons under paragraph (b) or (cl 
of this subsection. unless either such person has served as a 
house dental surgeon in a Government hospital Or clinic for a 
period of two years. or such lesser period as the Minister res· 
ponsible for public health may. after consultation with the 
Medica l Council determine. Or the ""id Minister has b)' notice 
to the Medical Council d""lared that such service is nQl re· 
quired: 

I'rovided further that notwithstanding any provision 
of th is Ordinance a person serving as a house dental surgeon 
in a Government hospilal or clinic for the purposes of this 
subsection. and in the performance of the duties assigned to 
him in that capacity shall for 311 purposes of law, be treated 
as if he were licensed to practise lhe profession of den1al 
surgeOfl . 

(2) In reg~rd to any pe rson exerc;" ing the profes· 
sion of dental surgeon as provided in the proviso to subso:c­
tion iI) of this section. the powers of the Medica l Coun=il 
under section 87A of th ;" Ordinance shall include the power 
to order that such person shall nOI practise the professiOll of 
dental .mgeon even as a house denta l surgeon and that his 
name shall not be ente red in Ihe Register of Dental Surgeons: 
and where any such order has been made. it sha ll . for the 



p~rposes of Ihi s Ordinance. ha,·c effect as if the name of such 
~rson hu ~en erased from the .a id Regjjter. 

13) In regard 10 any person as referred to in suI>­
section (2) of this se<.:tion. the Medical Council may give any 
order und inflict any penalty as provided in se<.:tion 81A of 
this Ord inunce as if sueh persons were registered a5 dental 
surgeons. 

14) Every person "'hose name is entered in the 
Register of Dental Surgeons in virtue of the qualifications 
referred 10 in parngraph (b) of subsection (\) of this section 
shall retain his regiSt!"'Jlion notwithstanding any change in . 
or withdrawal of. the recognitiOn referred to in the !;!lid para. 
graph .... 

11. For $CCtion 60 of the princ,pal law there sha ll be substituted 
Ihe following: 
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60. Every person whose name is enlered in the Register 
of Denial Surge()ns sha ll be entitled to have entered against 
hi, name in the said Registu any of Ihe following quali fica· 
lions of which he is in J>OSSe!05ion: 

(a) the degr« or diploma in Denta l Surgery of the 
University of Maha: and 

(b) an y oH":r quali fication recogni$l:d by the Medi­
ca l Council. ... 

13. For seclion Ii6 of the principal law there shall be substituted 
the fo llowing: 

"66. (I) The Nursing and Midwifery Board shall keep a 
rqister of nurses and a roll of nurses. 

(2) The rqister and the roll of nunes shall each t(ln· 
,isl of -

(a) a genera l part, in which sha ll be entered the names 
of all persons who satisfy the c:onditiom for registration a, a 
gencral nut!le Ind for enrolmen t as a nUfSC. as the case may 
be: and 

(b) special parIS. U the Minisler of Health, on the adyke 
of the !.aid Board. shall p,-escribe in which shall be entered tlte 
names of registered or enn)lled nUf"$eS. 1$ the c;ue may be. 
traiDed and duly qualified in those nUl"5in~ lpecialitic:!; for 
.... hich the said Minjjter shall have prt:5Cribed as aforesaid that 
a special resister or roll shall be kept ... 
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'4. [n section 68 of tbe prineipal la .... for tbe words "of any other Am...!_, of 
part of the British Common'4'eallh H t~ shall ~ substituted the worth -u..611 ofth< 
"of any foreign COunlry". priD<ipool low. 

1.5. Sc:clion"Xl of lhe prilKipal law shall be ameoded as follows: ""'!-" ,of 

(I) the prcI1CTIt provision sball be renumbered at SlIt.. ="..7010':: . ... 
section (1): and 

(b) immediately after subsection ( I) tbereof tbere shall be 
added the following new subsecliom: 

"(2) 11 sha ll not be lawful for a person who is regjjtercd 
in a special part b UI nol also in the ~eral part 10 practise the 
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profe~ion of nurse for the sick except a~ an enrolled nurse or 
in the speciality in respect of which he is registered. 

(3) It shall not be lawful for a pcJ"S()n who is enrolled 
in a special part but not alS<> in the geueral part to practise the 
profession of nurse for the sick except in the speciality in 
respect of which hc is enrolled."'. 

" ", •• ,,1 ....... of 16. For the general heading of Part VIl B of the principal law 
f.~~t"':'~~ tbere shall ~ .su~slituted the general heading "Professions Supplemen· 
priDcipal t... tary to Med,cine. 

Am<I>drn<nl of 17. For subsection (l) of secti on 73D of the principal law there 
lO<tloo 1lD oftbo shall be substituted the following· 
priDcipal t... . 

SubW.utioo. of 
lO<tlop, 73F ood 
no .. ~ 
principal la •. 

~I ot 
I<dioo n 
01 "'0 
priDo:ipal l.w. 

" _0'1«11 01 
section MA .. ~ 
principal l. w. -,. 
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" (I) A separate register of physiotherapists. podologists. 
medical laboratory technicians. occupational therapists. radio­
graphers. speech therapists, heal th inspectors and of other persons 
who are qualified in any other recognised profession supplementary 
10 medicine as the Minister of Health may by notice in the Gazetle 
declare, shall be ke pt by the Board for the Professions Supplemen­
tary to Medicine.". 

18. For sections 73F and 73G of the principal law the re sha!! be 
substituted tbe following new sections: 

"73F. Any peJ"S()n whose name is entered in any of the 
registers referred to in section 73D shall be granted a certificate 
signed by the Chairman of the Board for the Professions Supple­
mentary to Medicine. stating Ihat such peJ"S()n is entitled to take and 
use the description of the profession supplementary to medicine ;n 
respect of which he is registered. 

73G. It shall not be lawful for any person to -
(a) exercise any profession to which sui>se<:tion (I ) of 

section 73D refers. unlcss his name is registered under Ihis 
Part in respect to the profession he intends to exercise; 

(h) ta ke Or use the name or title of any profession eitber 
alone or in combination with other words or letters, other than 
the onc in respect of which he is registered under this Part; 

(e) take or use any name. title. addition. description. 
uniform or badge implying that he is registered under th is Or· 
dinance in respect of a profession other than the profession 
in respect of wh ich he is registered under this Part; 

(d) make use in the exercise of any of the professions 
referred to in subsection (1) of section 73D of any certificate of 
registration issued to any other person.". 

19. In paragraph (3) of section 7S of the principal law. for the 
words "Advisory and Executive Board" there shall be substituted the 
W<)rds "Council of Health". 

20. ID section 84A of 1he principal law for the words "sections 29. 
74. 77 or 82" wherever they occur there shall be substitu ted in each case 
the words "sections 18. 29. 74. 77 or 82". 

21. In section 87 A of the principal law for the words .. the Council 
may, if it thinks fit. direct his name to be erased from the appropriate 
register. " there shall be substituted the following : 



"or (c) in any olhw- manner has failed 10 abide by Ihe proles­
.ional and ethical standards applicable 10 him the Council may 
direcl that hi! n~me be erased from the appropriate regi ster or IhD~ 
it he taken cAf such register for a period nOI exc~ing onc year. 
inflict a fine:. admonish. him or make such other provision IllI it may 
deem appropriate in the circumstnnces.". 

12. Section 87B of the principljllnw shan be amended as foUows: 
(~ ) for aUlltc words from "If afler due enquiry" 10 "speech 

therapist" there shall be substituted the words "If arter due inquiry. 
Ihe Board for the Professions Supplementary 10 Medicine has found 
Ihat a person Il'gistcr<:d under subs~jon !I) of section 73D of Ihis 
Ordinance": and 

(b) fOT the words "the Board may, jf it thin ks f it, d irect hi. 
name 10 be erased from Ihe appropriate register. " there shall he sub­
stit uted Ihe following; 

"or (e) in any Olher manner has failed to abide by the 
professional and ethkal standards applicable to him the Board 
may direct that his name be erased from the appropriate regis­
ter or that ;t be tal::en off such register for a period Dot exceed· 
ing onc Yo:llr, inflict a fine. admonish him or make s\lCh Olher 
provision as it may deem appropriate in Ihe circumstancca.". 

II In section S7DB of the principal law for Ihe words "the Board 
may. if il think. fit. direct his name to be e ... sed from the appropria te 
register." there shall be substituted the following : 

"or (c) in any olher manner has failed 10 abide by the profes.. 
lional and ethkalslandards applicable 10 him the Board may direct 
that lilt name be erased from the appropriate register or 1hat il be 
lal::en off iUoC h resister for a period not exceeding one year. innict 
a fine. admonlth him or mai;c s\lCh other provision IU it may deem 
appropriate iD the circumllallCC!l.". 
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24. In $Cetion 87DDB of the principal law for the words "the ~_., of 

8o.:ard may, if it thinks fit. din:c:t his name 10 be erased from the appro- ~~:: 
priate register or roll." there Ihall be substituted the following: la •. 

"or (c) in any other maDDer has failed to abide by the profes.. 
sional and ethical uandards applicable to him the Board may di=t 
that his name be erued fmm the appropriate register or roll or tbat 
it be takeD off luch register Of roU for a period DOl exceeding 01lC 
year, inft ict a fiDe, admonish him or make such other provision IU 

;1 may deem appropriate iu the circumstances.". 

15. 5«lion S8 of the principal law shall be amended as follows: 

(a) in lubKclion UJ thereof. for the words "paragraph (e) of 
section 6" Ihere sball be substituted thc words "paragraph If) of 
section 6"; aDd 

(b) in ,ubscclion (2) thereof. for the words "se..:tion 6 (with 
Ihe exceptioo of paragraph (c)~ there ~baU be subslituted the 
words "$CClion 6 twith the c%ccplion of paragraph If) ) ~. 

26. 10 $(Ctioo 99 of the principal law. immroialCly after pa .... 
graph (be) Ihere shall be inserted the following new paragraph: 

" ' 'of 
l«OioII99 of "" 
priacipool 10. • • 
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"(Dd) Tile Bo>Ird for the Profe»lOlI$ SU~Plementary 10 
Medicine means the Board established under seeMn ZiG 01 the 
Departrn~m of Health (ConSlitution) Ordinancc.". 

27. Immediately after section 9'9 of the principal Law Ihere shall be 
inserted the following new Sehedulc: 

" FIRST SCHEDULE 

(x."tion 6) ... , 
A uad poisooing 

Phosphorus poi'OOlling 

Manganese poisoning 
Arsenical poisoning 
MelUlry poisoning 
Carbon-bisulphide poisoning 
BenHne poi5oning and poisoning from Nilco and Amid!) 

deril'atives of Belllene and ilS homologue~ 
Aniline poi!iOoinS 
Compressed air illness (Caisson Disea!lc ) 

Anthrax 
Epitheliomatous ulceration or chrome ulceration 
Poisoning attributed to occupational exposure \0 pesticide~ 
B~nosis aHribuled 10 occupational eXp05ure 
Cadmium poisoning 
Cancer of occupation origin 
Blood dyscrasias of occupational origin 
T WlK jaundice 
Acute or chronk effecls of exposure to radiation 
Asthma of occupational origin 

B "Ga .. ing" incidents in which a person is affected as a result 
of oo;:u pa liona \ e.'l'OSurt 10 gasses or fUOles 

Part 2 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

X oHficalion of OccupaHonal Disease or Incidenl 

(Seclion 6) 

L 

2. 

Name of patienl 

Ag. 

3. Add ress 

•• PreSCnt/lasl o«upation 



5. Name and addrt$$ or pre$e1llllast employer .... ..... ........... . 

6. N~me :md address of previous em ployer (if prey~ employ. 

ment is suspected 10 be the causc) .. 

1. Type of disease/poisoning/incident 

8 Harmful agent/process ~uspoctcd to be the cause of diseasel 

poisoning/incident 

9 Dates (e"en appro~ il1\a te) of beginning and cessation of 

exposure to risk ... 

Signature of Med ical "raetilione. 

" 
Date Name and Address 

28. Nothing in this A,t shall a ffe<:1 Ihe ri ghl~ of any physiOlhera­
pisl. podologis t. medical laooratory le<:hnician. occupational Iherapisl. 
radioar.phcr, speech thera piM. health inspector lawfully practising 
bdore Ihe coming ioto ope ral ion of this Act; aod Ihe Board tor Ihe Pro­
fessions Suppkmc:ntary to Mcdk ioc as the casc may be shall register 
the name$ 01 a ll such rrofess ional per$(lOS in the appropriate registers. 
upon appliCll lion by thl:m 10 lhat dfed. 

19. Nothing in Ihi, Act shall affe<:t the riVlt of any denial surgeon 
or denlist who had his name registered in the RegistCT of Dental Surg­
eons befon: the coming into fOKC of Ihis ACI. 10 conlinue 10 ha,·/! hi . 
name so relislered. 
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Passed by the HOII$/! of Reptt'$<!mati'ts at Siu ing No. 117 of the 8th July. 1983. 
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