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Slh December. 1984 

ACT No. XXI of 1984 

A N A CT to pTO~Id.,·lor the :It:Uinl "P of " N"linr",t T o..,.ism 0rs""iSilliolt 
"ntI 10f" ,.,atl~rs colt1l«red rh~uwilh (JI" IJItcill(Jry th~lo. 

BE IT ENACllID by the President. by and with the advice and 
coment of the House of Repr~ntatives. in this pruent Parliament 
Il55embled. and by Ihe authority of the same. Il$ follows :'-

I . (0 This Act may be cited as the National T ourism Organisa· 
tion Act, 1984. 

(2) This Act shall COInc into force on such date as the M ini .. 
tcr responsible for tourism shall appoint by notice in the Gazelte and 
diffcrejlt dates may be so apPQiqted for different prOViSiOIl$ and different 
purposes of this Act. 

2. In this Act. unles!; the context otherwise requires _ 

"Action Council for Tourism" means the Council by that name 
and representing the Hotelli and Restaurants As!lOCiatinn, the 
'As!lOCiation of Sclf..('.atering Accommodation, the Federalion of 
Hotels, Pcnsil)lls and Catering Establishments. the Rent·A-Car 
As!lOCialion, Ihe Association of Travel Agent! and other U!lOCia· 
liom from time to time: 

"chairman" means the chairman of the Organisation appOinted 
by the M inister under soction 8 of this Act; 

',(:hid uocutive" means the chief uocutive of the Orpnisa· 
tion appointod by the Minister under _lion 8 of this Ad: 

"fund" meanl the fund of the Orpnisation: 

"Minister" means the Minister rcspoosible for tourism aDd, 
to the atent of any functions delegated. includes any penoo acting 
under the authority of the M inister: 



''notify by pait" meam lIIe mai liDg. by ordinary post. of any 
notice o r corrapondence at the last mown address of lIIe addressee; 

"Organi~tion" mean~ the National T ourism Organisation 
eslab1i~hed by section 3 of this Act; 

"pcrson" iDcludes a body or other associatioo of persons. 
whcthcr such body o r associalion is corporate or llDinoorporale; 

"visitor" mUM a perwn visiting Malta and wbo is not a 
res.idenl in Malta. 

J . ( I) T here shall be an organisation to be mown as the National 
T ourism Orglmi"'lion made up of an Exccuti~e Board and an Advisory 
Board. 

(2) The Organisation shall be under the dinction of the 
MiDister on behalf of lIIe Governmen t of Malta. 
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4. The fuoctions of the Orgaoisation established by soctioa 3 of ~. of u.. 
Ibis Act are 10 adopt 5uch measures as it shall deem nc:cessary or oppor- 0rpaiIa1Ka 

tilDe for any of lhe following purpo5C'l 

(I) 10 i~asc tbe Dumber of visilan 10 Malta from 0'I'CfXaS 

and for Ihis purpose 10 ad~-eniJe. promCMe IDd pubUrise Malta as a 
visilor destinatioo; 

(bi 10 rcstn>cture the inflow <.>f IoIINI [rafflc to the Mallc$c 
Islands. at also to irnproYe Idded value and muimise foreign 
e~chaoge earnings: 

(d 10 aUract more off suson U"affic during Ibc low and 
shoulder winter montlQ. IllI well as conference and convenlion 
business. and special interesl and incen~ group tfllvd; 

(d) to promote the COOSIIOI upgrading of tourisl facilities and 
lICl'lkn ill (he Malt_ I$laDd'!; 

(e) 10 stimulale Ille dema"nd for aDd prOYi(\(; tourist good! and 
$Cn'io:es. Bnd 10 promote the developmenl of a C<,lmpctili,.., ~Iruc­

ture of facililies aDd pI:kn in rclati.on 10 ~r tourist resorts. 

s. m The Organisation shall be a body corporate having a 
d istinct lcpl pcqonalily and shall be Clpab1c. subject 10 lhe provisions 
of Ihis Act, of eoteri ... into CODIra<.:I5, of acquirjng, holding and disp050 
i ... of Iny kind of property for tile purposc;s of il5 funclions. of suing 
and llein, sued. and of doiog a ll soch things and entering inlo aU sucb 
lransaclions as Ire in<.:idenlal or cond...:ive 10 the exercise or perform­
ance of it.s fUBO;t iOllll UDder Ihis Act. illtludiDg the lending or borrowiog 
of money. 

(2) The kgal rcprucntaliOll of the Organisat ion shall vesl 
in the chf,irman: 

Provided IIIaI lhe E.1ec\uive Board mly designate aoy one nr 
.more of the members of that Board 10 a{'pear in the name and on 1:iehalf 
of the Orgaoisation in aoy judicial proceedings and in any act, conlra<.:l, 
instrumenl or olbcr documenl whatsoever. 

(3) Any d<x:umcnt PUrportin8 10 be an inslrument made or 
lllUell by lbe Organisalioo shall be received in ev idence, and shall. until 
the conlrary is proved. be deemed to be aD instrument made or issued by 
the Organ isatiOll. 
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I!.u<utI.o loan!. 6. CI) The Eucu!i~ Board of the Organisation shall OOIIIIist of 

• chairman. a chief ueo;ut;w: •• secretary. a treasurer and luch membeR 
being not less than li~ and not mOflO thlll founcrn in Dumber. IU the 
Mi nister <kerns appropriate, wllo JIIall be appointed by !he Minister. 
The chairman and such members shall bold offooe fur a term 1101 
ex«eding two yearl and under the conditions set out in their respective 
letters of appointment, and , hill be eligible for re-appointmenl 00 the 
expiration of the term for which they are appointed under Ih is section. 

(2) The first E.:U:cllii ve Board shall be made u p o f the chai,. 
man, the chief executive. the aeeretary and the treasllll'T, two members 
represen1inl the founder-member. of the Action Council for Tourism 
nominated one by the Hotels aDd Restaurants Association and one by 
the Association of Travel Agenu. two members nominated by the 
Air Malta Com~ny and three members Dominated by the Minister. 

(3) The chairman aDd the ch ief eJlecu\ive of the Executive 
BaIrd appOinted by the Minister ullder this section shall m;e;ve JUCh 
~muDeT1ltion as the Minister INY, afler consulting the Executive Board, 
establiih from time to time. 

(4) Sucb remuneration Ihlll he a ebar&e 011 the fund of 1M 
Organisation. 

'7, (\) The ElIoc:utive Boerd shall he resfJOll.'ible. through the 
tbief exoc:utive. for the general administration of the dfail"$ and business 
of the Organi!la tion. I ud shaH also have the following functions -

(a) to ad~ix the Minister on Ihe development of tourism in 
Malta as well as on Ihe improvement of tourist and hotel aecommQ­
dation. ca\cring. t ranlPOrtation and other tou rist ameni ties and 
facilities within the Maltese blaruh; 

(h) to collect, manage Ind adminmer funds available 10 the 
Organisation in order 10 a ny out its functions as sct oul in 
section 4 of this Act; 

(c) such other funclions as arise from th is Act or Iny other 
law or as may be delegated to it by the Minister uDder tbis Act. 

12) The Exoc:ulive Board may apooint any of illl memben for 
Iny specific purpose in eonnedlon with the functions of the Orpnisation. 

a.. ........ """ I. (I) The chai rman and the cbief executive of the Organisllion 
chlcf ... ocuon-.. shall be appointed by the Minuter from among persons who ID?C'ar 10 

him 10 ha~e had experience of and have , hown ability in dealing wi th 
the problenu associa led with tourism. 

(2) The ch ief uctutive, the S«retary and the I reaIU~' shall 
nOl have a vote nor shall they be deemed to be membe" of the ElIecu· 
live Board for tbe purpose: of establishing a quorum. 

(3) The Minuter Ihlll daignate one of the members of the 
Board as depuly chairman. 

(4) 'Il!e deputy chli rmln ,hall have the powen and perform 
the functions of the c""irm. n durill3 the chairman'. absence or IIntil 
a new chairnulD is appointed following the resignation. termination of 
appointment. or death of the cha irman. 

(S) If the chief ~tive is tempol'llrily abJenl from Mal .. 
or is otherwise tempOTl.rily unable to perform the fUlXtions of hil offlOC, 
tbe Minister shall designate a ~TIOII 10 act as cbief exoc:ulive durin. 
such period of a~cc or inability. 



•• The Executive Board ~hall appOint a treasure r of the OrgBnisa • 
tion. 
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10. ~I f The MiniSlj:r shall appOint a secretary to the Executive 5«" .. '1' 0' tlw: 
Spard. ""ocuti .. 110, 1'<1. 

(2) In the absence of the secretary the Board may appoint a 
.o;ecret;>1)1 ad Inter im from among its Own members. and the member SO 
appointed shan fewin the right to vote and his presence shall be lateen 
Into $CCOuul for Ihe pUrpose of establishing a quorum. 

nl T,tte ,!OICretary of the Executive Board shall oon~ene .1lK: 
meetings of Ihe Executive Board as directed by the chairman. shall keep 
a record of all Executive Board proc«dings and shall follow the direc­
tives of that Board . 

. 1"1. (I) The Executive Board shall meet al least once every 
monlh and the meetings of tbe Board shall be pres ided by the chairman. 

(2) The chairman and three voting members snail form a 
quorum of the Executive Board. 

(3) Subject 10 the presence of a quorum, the Board may Bet 
notwithstandiog any vacancy among its members. 

(4) Saving the provisions of seclion 16 of this ACI. malters 
bdme the ~ecut;)o'e Board shall be I;eltl6d by simple majority of the 
members present and vOling. The chairman ~hal!. in the: case of ao 
equality of votes. e~ercise a second or casling vote. 

Meetinp oM 
qo"",m 01 the 
E ...... ti .. Board 

11. Meetings of the fueculive Board shall be nOlified by pos.t to "''''if..,.,ion 01 
all Ihe members of Ihal Board, and such meelings shall in no case be 0>«Itint:<. 
Mid lHioc Ie three days from such notificati'1n . but tbe chairman may 
coovone an urgent silting of that Board whenever he deems nec=ry. 
and in such case he shall take all such step$ as he shall deem reasonable 
in the ci.r<:urIllllaoces 1'1 notify the members of Ihal Board accordingly. 

U. (I) Any member of lite Exoctttive Board wbo is in any _yo 0;0<101"" 01 
direc!ly or indiroclly. inlerest6d in any contracl made Or prnpo$Cd to be i ...... ' i. 
made by the Executive Board, or under consideration of that Board or oonlr><L 
in re8(lCCt of which the advice of or decision by the Executive Board is 
soughl. shall. as soon as po6Sible after the rdevanl circumstances have 
come 10 his knowledge. disclose the nature of hi. inteJ"C$1 at the fi"t 
meeting of Ihe Execulive Board. 

(ll Any disclosure made as provided in SUb6ectiOD (l) of this 
section shall be recorded in the minutes of the Executive Board. 

()~ Tlle member making &u<:b disclosure shall n'11 tate pari io 
iJlY ~~WUlive lloard m~iI)g wbile it is deliberating or d«idiog on that 
COIItraCl. 

14. Save as provided in this Act. the Executive Board may make _do," of th. 
its.Q\Vtl rWes alI:d other:.viBe regulate ils own procedure. t;.o<uu"" Bo.RI. 

15. (I) T he Advisory Board of the Organisation shall COCISist Ad.ioory Board. 
of a Chairman. who shall be the chairman of the Orgaoisation. and one 
representative from each of Ihe Air Malta Company. the Gazo Channel 
COt.nplny, tlte Hotels and RestauranlS ASSOCiation, the Association of 
Self..(:atering Acrommodalion, Ihe Federntion of Hotels, Pensions and 
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Caterin, E&tablish~nl'. the Renl·A-Car Association and lile Associa­
lion of Travel A~nlS. and any ocher members as the Minister may 
appoint from lime 10 time. 

(2) The secretary of the Exocutive Board shall also act as sec­
retary of Ihe Advisory Board, wilh the same duties and function, laid 
down in section 10 of this Act. 

(J) II shall be the function of the Advisory Board 10 advix. 
make proposal~ to and report to lhe EX<XIHlve ao..rd on any question Of 
manu which il wnsiders ne.:eaary or expedient for the prortKKiOll. 
devdopmc:nt and advancement of tourism in Malta. Or which is referred 
to i t by the Executive Board or as may be required by the Minister. 

(4) 5«1;0115 10, II. 12 and 14 $hall mU/<uis mutamJis apply 
[0 the Advisory Board. 

Tho fuocI of til< ' 6. II) The fund of the Organisation shall be administeftd by the 
Otpn;oollooo. Executive Board IDd shall be made up of 

~. --

Cal the coolribuliool made from lime to lime by the ~ro· 
menlof Malta tbroogb the Ministry cI. Tourism; 

(b) the contribudOlUl raised from .n lItdon and persons 
involved in lhe tourist trade in Malta; 

(c) lhe conlribulions made from lime 10 time by Air Malta 
and !he Gozo Channel Compllny; and 

(d) any O!.hct" mooies ac<;rUing !Q !he Organisation from any 
OIlier source wllalsoe~er. 

(2) The Minisler may by regulalions prescribe Ihe roruribu_ 
lions pa)'llble under lhis section. 

(3) 1l!e allocation and upendilu~ of funds uceeding fi~e 
thnusand MaUe!;C liri shall be IpprO,·ed by te\lenty·(ive per cenl of III 
the vOling members of (he Exoculive Board. 

(4) A sum of not leu lhan five per cent of lhe total budgel 
§haU be alloclted and spent by the ElIecutive IkMIrd for public lourist 
product development in MalUi and Oozo. 

17. The conlributions lowards (be fund of Ihe Organisation as 
provided for in IC(tion 16 of this Act. shall be co llected by the Exoculive 
&oro, 

18. (l) ALl monies accruing to !he Organisation from any souru: 
whatsoever shall be paid inlo the tund aOl;ounl opened with a bank 
appointed by resolution of Ihe ElIocutive Board, and shall. as far as 
pnIC1iClble. be paid inlo that bank from day to day. e~cept suell sum as 
!he ElIe.eutivr:: Board may autbori&e !Q be retained to meet petty dis­
buJ1lelMnts and immediale payments. 

(2) All payments from lhe fund uup! pelly disburitUJCnts 
not uceedillJ! a sum 10 be rUled by Ille Executive Board, shall be made 
by such member or membcn IS Ihe ElIeculive Board shall appoinl or 
designate for thaI purpose. 

(3) Cheques agaim;1 or withdrawals from lhe fund accounl 
of lite Organisation shall be signed by the treasu~r and Iny two olber 
memben of !he E:ceculive Board as may be authorised bf it for !hat ...,... 



19. The E<oxuli"e Boord shall allocale fund~ ro, adverti~ing in 
the media overseas; of Ihese. al leasl Ihr« hundred Ibousand Maltese liri 
annually shall be used in counlrics and localities which are regularly 
SCT\Ied by A ir Malta. and ilS services shall be prominently featured aod 
other airlines e.duded. 

ZO. The Exoxulive Board sha ll cause 10 be kepi proper accounts 
and olher roxords in respeCt of the operalions of Ihe Organisalion. and 
shall cause 10 be prepared a statement of accounts in respttl of each 
year. Such accounts shall be audiled by an aodilor Or audilors to be 
appointed by the Organisation hm the Minister shall have the right IQ 
require the booh and accounts of the Organisation to be audited Dr 
examined hy the Director of Audil who sha ll for this purpo:se have power 
to carry oul such ph~ical cllecking and olher verifications as he may 
deem noxessary. 

ZI . All disbursements Or expenses incurred by Ihe Executive 
Board shaH be a charge on the fund of lhe Organisalion. 

n. NOlw ilhstanding anything conlained in the Income Tax Act, 
1948, Dr in any enactment replacing Ihal Act, Ihe income of the 
Organisalion shall be exempl from IU uoder that Act. 

23, (1) Any pcrson who for his Own gain Or for lhe gain of 
another pcl'SOn, makes use of any information which has come 10 his 
lnowledgl:: in the performance of his dmies or functions under any 01 
the provisions of thi. Act, Dr disc loses any w ch information Olher than 
(0 a person whom he is aUlhorised 10 communicate ii , shall be guilty of 
an offence and shall On conviclion be liable, for each offence. 10 a fine 
lmulla) of one thousand Maltese: liri Or 10 imprisonment for a teno of 
nOI less than one monlh bul nOI exceeding three mo nlhs, or 10 both 
such fine and imprisoomeD!, 

12) NOthing in this sec! ion shall affoxt lhe operalion of the 
Criminal Code or of any olher law, in respect of any aCI constitut ing an 
offence under such laws liable to a punishment higher than that laid 
dowo in Ihis Act Or in respect of any offence not sl)C"ifically provided 
for io this Ac\' 

(3) The provis ions of the Probalion of Offenders ACI. J!JS7, 
and of section 23A of the Criminal Code, shall (}O! apply 10 offences 
under this Ac t. 
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O'I.Di .. tioo. 

Oisb ..... mon" ~I 
O,pDi .. tioo , 

Exom",j"" 
from '''''QIn< ., 

Cop. () 

Ao' XI] 01 1951 

Passed by lhe House of Represenlatives at Sining No, 213 of the 4th December, 
1984, 

C. MIFSUD 

Clerk 10 rhe House of Represel1lalives 
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