
L.N. 100 of 1\lS8 

£t>UCATION ACT. 1\188 
(ACT XXIV OF 1'J88) 

RegulatiOlls for the [)egret' of Boctor of I\led icir>e and Surgery (M,D. ). 

IN exercise of the powers conferred upon him by se<:t ion 29 of the 
Education Act. 1988. the Pro-Chancellor of the Uni~ersity of Malta has 
promulgated the following regulations made by the Senate of the 
University of Malta in virtue o f the powers conferred upon it by se<:tion 
33 of the said Act . 

Ci tation 

These regu lations may be cited as the Regulations for the Degree of 
Doctor of Medicine and Surgery (M.D.) and shall apply only to the 
courses commencing before 1988. 

AdmIss ion 
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I . To he eligible for admission to the degree of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery 
(M D .) a candidate must: 

(i) sa tisfy the Entry Requirements in accordance with Regulation 3 
below: and 

(ii) complete the COUNC of studies as laid down in these Regulations and 
qualify in the Examinations. 

I)uratioo of Course 

2. 'Ibe COllJ>C of sllIdies leading to the degree of Doctor of Medicine and Surgery 
extends over a period of fivc years and is divided into two parts: the Intennediate 
Course of two years duration: and the Final Course. of three years duration. 

Entry Requirements 

3. A candidate may apply for admission to the Course of Medicine and Surgery if 
in J>OS,ession o f: 

I. Three Advanced Level passes. or equivalent . in: 
(a) (i ) Physics odii) Physics ,wi th -Mathematics or (iil) Mathematics 
(b) Chemistry 
(c) (i) Biology or ( ii) Zoology 

with at least a Grade B. or better. in one of these subject, . and a G rade C or 
berter in the other two subjects. 

11. FiVl' p:lSSCS at Ordinary Level . or equivalent. 

The subjects offered must include: 
(~ ) Maltese (Maim I-l;micula!ion) 
(b) English Language 
(c) t<.'lathematics 
(d) At least one from Arabic. Fren~h. German . It alian 
(e) Any other sub iecl from lhe appro~ed list. 
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N.B. No subject may be offered a t both ' A' ano '0' Levels. 

Subjects oflhe COUI'W$ 

4. The main subjects of the Intenncdiate Course are the following: 
Anatomy 
Ph)'5k>logy and Biochemistry 

5. (a) The principal subjects ofthe Final Course are the following : 
Pathology 
Medicine 
Surgery 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

(b) The special subjects of the Final Course are the following: 

Clinical Pharmacology 
Community Medicine 
Psychological Medicine 
Dermatology and Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
Ophthalmology 
Forensic M edicine 

Progress Tests 

6. During the course. progress tests will be held in subjects the teaching of which 
extends over more than one year. 

7. A candidate will only be allowed 10 proceed to the fo llowing year of the course 
if the Faculty Board assess his/her performance in Progress Tests as being of a pass 
standard . 

THE INTERMEDIATE COURSE 

The Intennedlate Eltamlnallon 

8. The subjects of the Intermediate Examination are: 
Anatomy 
Physiology and Biochemis try 

9. The Intermediate Examination will be held at the end of the second year of the 
Inte rmediate Course. 

10. Before being admitted to the Intermediate Examination a candidate must 
present to th.e Chainnan of the Faculty Board certificates. signed by the Heads of 
Departments concerned. showing that the candidate has completed !;<l tisfactorily the 
schedules of practical work prescribed for the two subjects concerned. 

Result ortM Intermediate EXllmlnatioo 

11. In each subject of the Intermediate Examination the names of candidates 
who have passed the examinat ion will be published in alphabetical order in each of fou r 
groups: A , B , C and D . according to th.eir standa rd of merit. A candidate whose name 
does not appear in any of the four groups will be considered to have failed the 
examination in the subject concerned. 
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12. The published result o f tile examination in each subject will take into account 
all parts of the e~amin a tion in that subject as well as the work carried out during the 
course. 

THE FINAl. COURSE 

AdmiSliioo to the FInal Course 

13. Before being admitted to the Final Course a candidate must pass. or be 
exempted from. the Intermediate Examination . 

Subject Tests iD the final Course 

14. During the Final Course: students will be required to pass in each of the 
following subjects: 

Result 

Clinical Pharmacology 
Community Medicine 
Psychological Medicine 
Dermatology and Sexually Transmitted Diseases 
Ophtalmology 
Forensic Medicine 

15. In each of these subjects the names of candidates who have passed the tests 
will be published in alphabetical order in a Pass List. 

16. The result in each subject will also take imoacoount the work of the candidate 
in that subject during the course. 

Examination in Pathology 

17. There will be an examination in Pathology at the end ofthe second yearofthe 
Final Course . 

IS. Before being admitted to the examination a candidate must present to the 
Chairman of the Faculty Board a cenificate signed by the Head of Department of 
Pathology showing that the candidate has completed sat isfactorily the schedule of 
practical work prescribed for that subjttt . 

Result 

19. The names of candidates who have passed the examination in Pathology will 
he puhlished in alphabetical order. Exceptional performance will also be indicated on 
the list. 

The publi>hed result will take into acroum all parts of the examination in the 
subject. 

The Hna] Examination 

20. (a) The suhjects of the Final Examinatioo are: 
Medicine 
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Surgery 
Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

Cb) The cxum;nation in each or these ,ubjects will consist of a wrincnp;m 
and a clinical part. 

2 L (a) The Final Ex;!mination will he held a t the end of the third year of the 
Final Course. 

(b) Unless he/she has been referred in one subject. a c;!ndidil!C will be 
requ ired 10 take all the subjects of the Final Examination in onc session unless he/she 
takes the Examin<ltion a, provided for in Regulation 24. 

22. Before bci n~ admitted to the Final Examina tion a candidate must present to 
the Chai rman of the Faculty Board certific31cssigncd by the Headsof the Departments 
concerned showing that the candidate has completed satisfactorily the Schedule of 
clinical work prescribed for the course. 

Result of the Final Examination 

23. (a) The names of candidates who have pas>ed the Final E~amination at the 
first session will be published in alphabetical order in two categories: ' Passed with 
Distinction" and ·Passed· . Exceptional pcrfOnTlance in a subject will also be indicated on 
the lis\. 

In the other sess;':," the names of successful candidates will be published in 
alphabetical order in a Pass List. 

(b) The published result of the Final Examination will take into account all 
parts of the examinations in the four main suojects. as well as the work done oy the 
candidate du ring the Final Course , 

24. A candidate will not beallowed to re-sitthe Examination. in wholcorin p;m: 
(i) later than twelve months after the end of his/he r fina l academic 

semester: 
(ii) unless he/she has followed satisfactori ly such course of studies as the 

Faculty Board may in each case require. 
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