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L.N.7300989 
EDUC.HION ACT . 19!18 

1'\(.."1" NO. XX IV OF 1988) 

Nat ionlll Minimum Cll rri(u lum M~ulalions. 1989 
W r;",ary (.t, 'f l) 

IN EXERCISE "f the [J<.''''er< ,"nf"rr~d hy -':("11,," -'.'i or Ihe 
Educ:llinll Act . I YI« Ihe M jll;stcr uf EduCJl jt)1l h"s m~dc the ("11" ..... ;11 1; 
r<.'gulali"ns:-

J. These regulat ions may be: ci ted as the NaTional Minimum 
Curriculum Regulations. 1989 (Primar), Le,-el) . and shall come ;nlO 
c frea a$ frQm IM 1st ofSeptemlx-r. I9R9. 

2. "Ill" rI<ll iunal minimum curriculum of swdies fur prima~' 
«ehuols. fnr I he purposes ur sectio" ~ tl f 1 he Educ;.tinfl Act . I'}AA, ,h,,1I 
~ Ihut <c lllUl in Ih,' Sch,'uuic to Ihe..: rc!!ulmit>Jls. 

SC H~: n U I. E 

1\'lIllonal Minimum Curriculum 
Wrimary I..,,·!l) 

A . AI this level teaching should start 10 be fonnal and should be: intended 10 achieve 
rh"c principal aims. 

I. Good lH:h(II';oll' all/I rharnr/I" fOmlllfiot! 

(a) in the moral and religious field. in order that children may learn to act 
according to what is right. to 10\'1' their fellow men lIod 10 revere God. 

(b) in the social field. so tha! they learn hos to conduct themselves in socie ty . 
(c) in the field of good health and hygiene. so that they learn howlO main tain 

cleanliness and 10 mke proper health care, 

(d) in the field of se lf cont ro l so that they can cope with life. 

(c) in the erl\"ironme mal field. so that they realise thal tocy should 
appreciate and safeguard our habitat. 

( f) in sponing spirit . so tha t they learn to behavc " 'cll at plllY. 

2. A cquisirion of Ihl' /()()fs of 11'10 " '/"'/81' and e.Tprl'Hion h.,' Il,l' 1"'1('1,,,,.<: ,,(:-
(a) the Maltese and Engli~h language. in the spoke n. read and wriuen forms. 
(b) the value of numbe r.; and mathematics. 

3, An introduction into the cII/m'r of contentporary Maha to include:­

(a) the study of history. 

(b) inilia tion into the apprei:imio n of poetry. drama and mu~i c. 

(e) initiation inlO thc apprecial ion of figura t i\'e and applied Arts. 
(d) explanation of folklore. 

(e) understanding or lhe cornmuniC"ali.m media. 



4. Int roduction 10 sd/'llli[ic knowledge 10 includc:­
(a) e lements of physics. chemistry and biology. 
(b) elements of geography aOO environmental science . 

(c) elementary notions about IlK: human body. 
(d) elementary tcrhnological concepts. 

5. Training in IIcli~;ly. cumivifyo/lhouglr/ alii/ IlcllO'I ;­

(a) in recreational. sport and leisure activit ies; 
(b) se lf cxprosion in practical form ; 
(c) work alti tudes and the right use of tools: 
(u ) in accepting the message of the mass media . 

B. 1. '/lm/' 10 DI' del'Oleti to (he !!e.'ua/ arem of leaciling 

B J85 

Whilst the !clIcher should be careful!o cover all five pans orlhe programme o f 
teaching. and whilst he should ensure that the leaching in one pan should be 
integrated with tha t of other pans. a certain latitude should be allowed in the 
allocation of time between one section and 3r1Q\he r . It is assumed that a high 
proportion of the time· t~ble will be t~ken up with the tcaelling of Maltese. 
English and 1'o1 athematic:5. Ile"enhelessoneought to lay special emphasis on the 
first section which is markedly add ressed t()\/o'ards chamctcr fom13tion. 

2. TrflC"hiugm~lhOtl$ 

The best methods are those that stimulate reactions from the child . which rely 
o n problem solving alld which make use of the sat isfaction to be derived from 
the achievement of success in learning to e mle ar ~Oung people to the lea rning 
process. 

3. Homework should be mainly used for two speci fic reasons:- namely that 
chi ldren acq uire the h~b it of performing on tlleir o""n without the teacher's 
help. and in o rde r to pract ise what they have been taught ; it should not be too 
lo ng. too repeti t ive. o r occupy too much o f free time. 

4. Concrete and visual aids should be promoted in elMS. while teachers should see 
to it thu t all children at some moment o r otiler acti"cly participate ill the lesson . 

5. T ~Sf$ 11//11 ExumimllioflS: Tests a nd examinat ions iihould not be allowed to trai ll 
chi ld ren in ~heer memorisation and eramming of " 'hat they have been ta ught . 
but ratller . these ought to be used by the teacher as tests o f understanding and 
by the children as an opportunity to show their tale nts. 

6. M/JIII!.~f wi ll be thc first language UM'd ill tcachi llS but the te acher should also 
seck 10 speak English so as to accustom child re n to understand and speak the 
language. Those childrcn who speak Engli sh at home. should be train.ed to a 
mo re corrcct use of the language , in addition to thei r being taught Mal tC5C. 

7. When children arc being trairoed 10 panicipale in common activities (as against 
learning pa»;"el),) " 'ilh en'l)' elemenl of compet ilion. Ihe)' should aloo be 
taugh l 10 accept SUCttSS and failure. 10 play fa ir and 10 act in a team spinl. 

8. During the )'ears in Primary School. ch ildren should be instructed in: 
(a) se](OOntrol. 
( b) se lfconrKlencc. 

(e) se lfrclklncc. 



9. The Primary 5<:hool course should be considered as one process and, therefore, 
while it is appropriate that the first twO a"'3S of teaching as sta ted above .hould 
a1tr~ct more emphasis in the fir;; t year;;. the good teacher builds his programme 
keeping;o view the need for the grad ual introduction of all areas of learning. 

Ippubblika. mid-Di.,.nim<nt to' I.lnformoujoni Ka.tHj. I'ubIWIU by IN ~"'Of IMf<>muJ_ Ka:tJja 
Mitl",~ n.r.umperi.f>. taI-G""", _ PriIII<d Q/ IN eo,."""""" PriIui"! ,,= 


