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I assent. 

(I •• S.) CENSU T A BONE 

President 
2200 November, 1991 

ACT No. XXIII of 1991 

AN A CT /Q provide IQr the f'Slablishnrl'11l of a body CQrpo,QII: 10 be 
kno lO'" tU rhl' W/l IU ~n'icts Corporalion . and for Ihi' Ul'rciM and 
performance by 0' on Mhol! of rhe Corporation of fUIII:tioru .-tlllled 
/0 Ih i' acquisition. ',am/a rmarian, manu/llc/ure, distribution and 
suit of p%bit' rllld nOli-potable ,.'Q/U. and, as appropriate. 10 the 
Ir/!II//IU!/II and disposal Or "oUSt of sewage and ,.'ast,. "'altT, and ne· 
USt of SlOrm wall'f run-off. 10 provide for rite {T(lIIs/er to Ihe 
CorporOlion of ctrlain inslulfatioru. equipmml or other proptrty, 
and /0 makl' provision in f l'Sp«1 of mal/Us (meillory Ihtrero o r 
connected Ilttrl'wilh. 

BE IT ENACfE D by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of Ihe House of Representatives. in this present Parli3ment 
a~mbled . and by the authority of the same. IS follows:-

PART ! 

Pnlimlnllry 

I . ( I ) 
Act, 199 1. 

This Act may be cited as the Water Services Corporation SIoon till< Md 

(2) This Act shall come in to fo rce on such date as the 
Minister responsible for wate r may, by notice in the Government 
Gazeue appoint , and differenl dales may be 50 appointed for diffe rent 
provisions and for differenl purposes o f this Act. 

2. (I) In Ihis Act. unless the COntexI otherwise requircs:­

"apparatus" includes vehic les, all machines, devices and 
fini ngs used in the pumping. dcsalinalion. Ireatmtnl or IrDnspon of 
water ond waSle water; 

_1I«m<"'. 
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-appointed day~, in relation \0 the provisions of Part IV of 
this Act, means the day or days on which section 32 of this Act comes 
into force with respect 10 such public: undertaking!; as may be transferred 
by virtue of that section: 

"Board" means the Board of the Corporation established by 
section 5 of this Act; 

- Chairman- , - Deputy Chairman- and - Mcmbcr- mean the 
Chairman, the Deputy Chairman and a member of the Board 
respectively; 

-Chief Excculive- means the Chief Executive of the 
Corporation appoinlcd in lICC(ITdanc.e with sLlbsection (5) of section 5 
of Ihis Act: 

-cistern" means any Te$en'oir, tank (excluding roof tank) , 
pond. or other receptacle , used or intended 10 be used for oollecting 
o r storing water, whether situated or constructed above o r below 
ground, covered o r uncovered; 

"collecting area" means that surface or area of lands. roads, 
sites, or buildings, the rain falling upon which causes or contributes to 
any stream or deposi t of 5urface wate r; 

~conduil " means any channel, d itch, guller , pipe or aqueducl , 
made or intended for the conveyance of water which is 10 be collected, 
stored, Of" in any way utilized; 

"consumcr~ means thc person o r body corporatc to whom 
services are rendered by the Corporation; 

MCorporation~ means the Wate r Sc:rvica Corporation 
established by Ihis Act; 

Mdirector~ means a dirc:ctor of the: Corporation under this Act; 

~domestie sewage" means the contents of lavatorics and water 
which has been used for cooking or washing, and other waste water 
ordinarily removed from domestic premises, but does not indude 
surface water removed from buildings and from land oocupiedwith. and 
appurtenan t 10, the building. nor any waste water other than the 
contents of lavatories and other water used for personal hygiene and 
similar purposes. removed from trade premises, or from any laundry: 

-domestic supplyM means a supply of water made to a 
tenement to meet the ordinary and reasonable requirements of the 
domestic life of the person o r persons residing in the: tenement : 



~ financial year~ means any periodoflwelve monthsending on 
the thirtieth of September of any year: provided tha t the first financial 
year of the Corporation shall commence on the date of the coming into 
force of this Act and shall end on the thirtieth day of September of Ihe 
ne~t fo llowing yea r; 

~irrigation area" means any area so declared by o rder of the 
Ministe r responsible for Agriculture; 

"gallery ~ means an underground passage made in searching 
for a spring, or fo r collecting the waters of a spring o r through whkh 
the waters of a spring may flow from one point to another, in the 
context of groundwater exploi tation; 

-licence~ means any permit or autho rity given in writing by 
the Corporation mentioned in section 44 hereof; 

~mains" m~ans a pipe laid for the purpose of giving a general 
supply of water as d istinct from a supply to individual consumers and 
includes any apparatus in connection wi lh such pipe ; 

-Ministe r~ means the Minister responsible for wate r and 
includes any person authorised by such Minister in that behalf; 

~ofrJCer - and -other employees" in relation to the 
Corporation include any public officer detailed for duty with the 
Corporation; 

"person" includes any body of persons or any body corporate 
establ ished by the law; 

-public officer- has the same meaning as is assigned to it in 
5e<:tion 126 of the Consti tution; 

~public undenaking~ means any undertaking or insta llation, 
and any apparatus, instrument, device o r plant and all things accessory 
or ancillary thereto which, immediately before the appointed day, were 
vested in o r belonged to the Government by whatever title and were 
operated by it for the purposes of producing, storing and distribuling 
water or collecting and disposing or treating of sewage. waste water 
o r stormwater run-off; 

~premi5e!i- includes lands, buildings, lIouses and any other 
StTUClure whalSOCver; 

- prescribed" means prescribea by regul~tions , ru les or orders 
made under or kept in force by this Act ; 

"sea-craf!" includes noating tanks for the supply of water to 
any sea vessels; 

-service" means a conduit made for the purpose of conveymg 
water from the water works to any tenement, for the uclusive use of 
the owner or oceupier (hereof, or for any use or purpose within the 
same (Cnemenl; 

"spnng means water existing o r flowing naluraJly 
underground, contin ually or from time to time, whe ther the said wate r 
escapes or flows on the surface or not; 
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~scormwale r rUIl-off' shall include rainwater which is not 
absorbed by the ground or which doc1 nOI evaporate and which is not 
ooll0:0;:ted in cisterns; 

Mtenement" includes any part of a tenement provided with a 
constant supply, normally metered separately; 

~t rade effluent"' means any liquid (either with or without 
panicles of matter in suspension or dissolved in it) mhcT Ihan surface 
water and domestic sewage, which is discharged from premises Llscd 
for carrying on any commercial or industrial activity; 

"trade premises" means any land o r building, used partly o r in 
whole for the purpose of undertaking any commercial or industrial 
activity. For the purpose of this definition , il also means any premises 
wholly or mainly used (whether for profit or not ) for agricultu re or 
horticultural purposes or for scientific research or ('''perimenl; 

"watercourse" rneansanyditch, valley, ravine , gulle r , channel 
o r pipe, through or along which spring or surface water flows 
continually o r from lime to time; 

Mwate r fiuings" includes pipes other than mains, taps , cocks, 
valves , ferrules, meters , cistems, baths , water close ts . and other similar 
apparatus uscd in connection wi th the supply and use of water; 

- wate r pumpM means any mechanical device for the purpose 
of raising, boosting andlor circulating water from any source or place 
whatsoever; and a water pump shall be deemed to have been installed 
on a site when its component parIS have been aMembled as to be 
reasonpbly deemed to be in a condi tion to ra ise, boost , andlor circulate 
water from any source or place whatsoever and - inSlaltationM sha lt be 
construed accordingly; 

"water resources" means water which for the time being is:­

(3) contained in any mains o r service; 

(b) inland water as is situated therein such as ponds or 
reservoi,., ; and 

(c) any underground strata , including water for the t ime 
being contained in 3 well , borehole o r similar work or in any 
excavation into underground strata where the level of water in the 
excavation depends wholly or mainly on water entering it from 
those strata; 



Mwaterworks" means all collecting areas. conduits (except all 
such conduits as are "services" within the meaning of this Act) , cisterns, 
wells. galleries. dams. weirs. machines. pumps. valves. sluices. and 
other appliances which are used or intended to be used for obtaining. 
pumping . raising , collecting. processing. desalination, polishing, 
storing or conveying water which is to be supplied or distributcd; and 
includes those works in which water is received or contained or by which 
water is conveyed. supplied or distributed; 

"wholesome waterM means water the quality of which is in 
accordance with standards set by the Department of Heal th in the light 
of circumstances prevailing at the time. 

(2) Any reference in this Act to regulations. rules or orders 
made under this Act shall include a reference to regulations, rules or 
orders kept in force by this Act. 

PART 11 

Constitution, .·uncd OR!l . nd COIIIposition of the 
WitH" Suvice Corpontion 

) , (I) There is hereby established a corporation to be known 
as the Water Services Corporation . 

(2) SUbject to the provisionsof thisAct the Corporationshall 
have the sole and exclusive aUlhoritv:-

(a) 10 acquire. produce , keep. distribute, sell. export or 
otherwise dispose of water (other than honied table water) for 
domest ic, commercial . industrial or other purposes; 

(b) to conserve, augment and operate wate r resources and 
sources of water supply; 

(c) to undertake and perform such other functions relating 
to waler oonscrvHtion, supply and distribution as it may deem 
appropriate: 

(d) 10 provide for the trealment and for the dispo$3l or re· 
use , as appropriale. of sewage and waste water; 

(e) to provide as appropriate for the use of stormwater run­
off from urban and ru ral areas. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of this Act , 11 shall be the duty 
of the Corporation:-

la) to devetop, maintain and pTo~ote a sale and ~ fficienl 
production and di~lribution system III order to salls.fy, as 
economically as possLble, all reasonable demands for water , 
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(b) to dete rmine the short-term and long-term objectives of 
the Corporat ion in relat ion \0 wate r supply. disposal and re- use and 
to develop the o ........ sary slrategy and policies to reach these 
objedives; 

(c) (i) 10 provide. improve and extend 5uch a S)'$II:m of 
public sewers and 10 cleanse a nd maintain these sewers so as 
to ensure Ihal Ihe drainage system operates and continues to 
opoerate safely and effectively: 

(il) 10 make provisions for the operation of these sewers 
and such fu rther provisions as are necessary from lime to time 
for effedivel), dealing with the contents of IIlese sewers by 
meansof sewage treatment and disposal works o r otherwise; 

(d) 10 have regard in performing ils duly under tbis 
sub!icction of lhe need 10 provide fo r Ihe t reatment and disposal or 
otherwise of t rade effl uent; 

(e) to promote the proper disposal of Wal;le wau:r and 
stormwaler run-off; 

(f) 10 consider and advise any minister o n any maller relating 
10 the formulation of a n overall national policy for water a nd on all 
matlers rela ting to any of ils functions unde r this Act; 

(8) to manage and operate all undertakings and olher 
installatio ns and all property, transferred to a nd vested in the 
Corporation by vi rtue of this Act or OIhcrwise Kqllired by the 
Board fo r the purposes o f any of its functions; 

(h) to hold and administer and, if and when it thinks fi t, to 
realise any assets it may hold from time to time; 

(i) to promote the reasonable uscofwater and eocoll rage the 
consenoation and appropriate rc-use o f wate r resources; 

G) 10 carry out tests a nd to make regulat ions relating to 
water fittings fo r the purpose o f preventing the waste, undue 
consumption . misuse. erroneoll$ measureme nl o r contamination 
of wate r; 

(k) to provide training courses and other schemes in 
conncctiOl1 with the furthering of the science and technology of 
wate r management; 

(I) to collaborate ",;th other lexal o rganisations in placing 
and coord inating services including wate r purification, electrical 
power, telecommunications. road senoices. agricultu re and 
ind llstry; and 



(m) to promote and undenake a lone or in collaboration 
with other institut ions, the research and development of new 
technology and new ideas in the production and treatment of 
wate r, in distribution ilnd disposal networks, wl ter desalination 
and poliShing, sewage treatment disposal and re-use, plant, 
transpon and equipment, wate r re$OUllZS management and water 
catchment management . 

(4) For the purpose of any of ilS (unctions, the Corporation 
may. subject to the provisions of this Act:-

(a) acquire. construct. reconstruct, maintain and operate 
any installation; 

(b) acquire any propcny which the Corpora!ion consi~rs 
necessary o r expedient for the purposes of ~structm~, cxtend~g 
or maintaining any installation or otherwIse C3 Tf)'1ng out lIS 
functions ulKkr this Act; 

(c) do all acts and things necessary for the purpose of 
carrying out its functions under th is Act: provided that the 
opening and breaking up of the surface of any street for any of 
the purposes aforesaid shall not be undenaken without the 
approval of the Director of Works; 

(d) carry on. whether as principal or as agent or as a 
contractor, or in collaboration with any other person or JlCrsons. all 
such other aClivi ties as may appear to the Corporation requisite. 
advantageous or convenient to be carried out for or in connection 
with the performance of any of its functions under this Act or in 
order to make the best use of the assets of the Corporalion; 

(e) make regulations and o rders in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act; 

(f) exercise any other power vested 10 it by this Act or 
otherwise. 

(S) In canying out any of ilS functions under this Act, or 
any o ther thing or activity. the Corporation shall conform its policies 
and activities with the aims and ob)ectivcs of na tional economic 
planning from time to lime in force. 

4. (I) The Corpora tion shall be a body corporate having a 
distinct legal personali ty and shall be capable. subject to the provisions 
of this Act. or entering into contracts. of acqui ring, holding and 
disposing of any kind of propeny or rights for the purposes of its 
functions, of suing and being sued. and of doing all such things and 
entering into all such transactions as are conducive or incidental to the 
exercise or performance of its functions under this Act . 
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(2) The legal representation of the Corporation shall vest in 
the Chainnan o r in such other member or members of the Board of 
Directors as the Board may by resolu tion designate. Any such 
resolution shall be published io the Governme nt Gazette as soon as may 
be after approval and shall not have effect until it is 50 published: 

Provided that the Board may delega te any of its powers 10 any 
of its members or 10 anyof ilSofficersOT!;Crvants and may authorise any 
such person 10 appear OD any cont ract. deed or o tber instrument for or 
on behalf of the Corporat ion Dnd 10 sign for or on its behalf any such 
contl1lct, deed o r instrument , as well 115 ony other document, including 
cheques and bills of c lchange and the Board may also radfy and accept 
any thing done for and on its behalf without such authorit y. 

S. (I) T1K:re sha ll be a Board of the Corporat ion, hereinafter 
referred to as the Board, which shall be respolJ5ible for the fonnulation 
of the policy of the Corporation and to whom the Chief Executive 
shall be responsible for the general administration of the affain and 
business of the Corporation. 

(2) The Board shalt consist of not more than nine members. 
One of the members shall be elected by secret ballot by and from 
amongst the employees of the Corporation woo are eligible to vote in 
accordance with regulations made under section 60fthlS Act ; the other 
memben of the Board , hereinafter referred to as the appointed 
members , shall be appointed by the Minister. 

(3) The Minister shall designate ODe of lhe appointed 
memben as Chainnan and another such member as Depuly Chairman. 
The Deputy Chairman shalt have all the powcrs and perform all the 
functions of the Chairman during his absence or until a new Chairman 
has been appointed foUowing the resignation , termination of appoint­
ment or death of tbe Cbairman. 

(4) The Chairman and all the other appointed members 01 
the Board shall be appoinled by the Minister from amongst persons, 
appearing to him to have had experience, and shown capacity, in 
maners relating to wate r technology, or wate r o r waste water 
management, or the o rganisation of workers , or of finance or 
administration. and after having taken regard of their exr.rience and 
familiarity with the requi rements and ci rcumstances 0 agricul ture, 
industry , commerce and tourism and with mallers relaled to the 
conservation of the environment and the development of public 
amenities. 

The members shall receive out of the funds of the Corporation 
5lICb remuneration as the Minister may from lime 10 time detennine. 

(5) Subject to the provisions of Ihis Act , and to any 
directions of Ihe Board, the executive conduct of the Corporation, its 
administration and o rganisation and the administrative cont rol of its 
officers and other employees shall be the responsibility of Ihe Chief 
Executive oflhe Corporation, who shall also have such olher powers as 
may from time 10 time be delegated to him by the Board. 



The Chief Executive shall be notified of and shall have the 
right to attend and be heard at all meetings of the Board. He shall not. 
however, have a VOle or be counted for the purpose of const ituting a 
quorum. 

(6) The provisions of the Criminal Code in resp«t of public 
office rs or servants shall apply to the Members of the Board, the Chief 
Executive and all other officers and employees of the Corporation. 

6. The Minister may make regulations for giving effed to the 
provisions of this Act regarding the election of the membcrofthe Board 
to be c:lected by ilS employees and in particular but without prejudice to 
the generality of the provision of the foregoing , any regulation may:-

(a) provide fo r holding the c:lCCl ions. and forthe conduct and 
supervision thereof: 

(b) prescribe the category of workers woo mayor may not 
vote or stand for e lection to the Board; 

(c) detennine the period for which a worker shall be so 
elected : 

(d) prescribe the ci rcumstances wherein a member shall 
vacate his office: 

(e) determine the lime for holding an elect ion afte r a 
vacancy: 

(I) prescribe anything in respect of any othe r ma tter relating 
to such election as the Minister may deem necessary or expedient. 

7. Subject to the provisions of scctions 8 and 10 of this Act , the 
appointed members of the Board shall hold office for such period and on 
such te rms and conditions as the Minister may deem appropriate ; and a 
member shall, on ceasing to be a member , be e ligibile for 
reappointment or re·election as the case may be: 

. Proridc:d tha t t~e Minister may at any lime terminate the 
appoIntme nt ~f any.appolllte.d me.mber of the Board if. in his opinion, 
such member IS u~flt t? cont.lIlue III office or has become incapable of 
properly pcrfonnlllg hIS duues as a member of the Board or fails to 
attend the meetings of the Board without reasonable cause for at leas! 
three successive meetings. 

8. A person shall be disqualified for appointme nt or election 10, 
or for remaining a member o f, the Board if he:-

(a) is a member of the House of Representatives, or 

(b) is legally incapacitated. or 

(c) under the law of any country hasbcen adjudged bankrupt 
or has made II composition or arrnngemcnt with his creditors. or 
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(d) has been convicted of a crime affecting public trust or 
theft or fraud or of knowingly receiving propen~ obtained by theft 
or fraud, or 

(e) has any finallCial or other interest in any enterprise or 
activity as is likely to affect prejudicially Ihe discharge by him o f his 
functions as 11 member or lhe Board. 

9. Any member who has a direct or indirect interest in any 
contract made o r proposed to be made by lhe Corporation, 001 being an 
interest which disqualifi es such member from remaining 11 member. 
shall disclose the nature of his interest al the fil'$t meeting of the Board 
after the relevant facts have come 10 his knowledge, and after the 
discloliure has been recorded in the minUles of the Board, that me mber 
shall withdraw from any meeting at which such contract is discussed or 
decided on by the Board. 

10. (I ) A member of the Board may resign his office by letter 
addressed to the Minister. 

(2) The appointment orelcction of any person as member of 
the Board and the termination of office of any such member shall be 
not ified in the Government Gazette . 

11. (I ) (a) The Board shall meet as often as may be necessary 
or expedient , but in no cast less freqllt'ntly than once every three 
months. The mectings ofth t Board shall becalled by the Chai rman 
either on his own initiative or at the request of any two of the other 
members. 

(b) Without prejudice to the other requirements of this 
Act no decision shall be valid which is not supported by at least two 
members of the Board or which is taken at a meeting of the Board 
at which the Chairman , or in his absence the Deputy Chairman, is 
not present. 

(2) Half the number of members for the time being 
constituting the Board shall form a quorum at any meeting. Decisions 
shall be adopted by a simple majority of the. votes of ~e~bers present . 
In the event of an equality of votes. the Ch3lrman. or m hIS absence the 
Deputy Chairman, shall have and exercise a second or casling vote. 

(3) Minutes must be kept of the proceedings of the Board 
and of any committee thereof. 

(4) Subject to the provisions of Ihis Act, the Board may 
regulate its own procedure. 

12. (I) Subject to the provisions of section 11 of this Act. no aCI 
or proceeding of the Board sha ll be invalidated merely by reason of any 
vacancy among the members. 



(2) All aru done by any person acting in good faith as a 
member of the Board shall be ~alid as if he were a member , 
notwithstanding that some defect in his appoin tment or qualification be 
afterwards disrove red. No act or proceeding of the Board shall be 
questioned on the ground of the contravention by a member of the 
provisions of section 9 of this Act. 
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13. Subject 10 the provisions of the Constitution and o f any other 5 .. 11 
enactment applicable thereto, the appointment of officia ls and othe r ~''''''"''' 
employees of the Corporation shall be made by the Board. The terms 
and conditions of employme nt shall be comparable with tl105C 
of employees in the se rvice of the Government and shall be established 
by the Board with the ooDCurrence of the MinislI:r . 

Nothing in Ihis section shaD be construed as precluding the 
establishment . by the Cmporation with the approyal of the Minister 
given after consultation with the Ministe r responsible fo r fina llCC. of 
schemes o f illCCntivcs related to productivity or perfonnallCC. 

14. The Corporation shall make provision for improving the skill [~Ibe 
of pe l~.mS employed by it and in doing so shall comply with any scheme >kill, of 
for training and education in force under paragraph (k) of subsection (3) . mpioye ... 

of section 3 oft hi ~ Act. 

15. The Minister may in relation to matten that appear to him to "","""of,l>< 
affect the publ ic interest. from time to time give to the Board directions Miniotc," 
in writing of a general chancter. not inconsistent with the provisions of ~.:::~ 
this Act , on the policy to be followed in the carrying out oflhe functions . 
vested in the Corporation by or unde r this Act, and the Board shall give 
effect to all such directions as soon as practicable. 

16. The Board shall afford to the Minister facilitics for obtaining 
infonnation with rcspcct 10 the property and activit ies or prospective 
activities of the Corporat ion and furnish him with returns. accoun ts and 
other information with respect thereto. and afford him facilities for the 
verification of information furnished. in such manner and at such times 
as he may reasonably require. 

11. The Corporation shall be exempt from any liability for the 
payment of customs duty and stamp duty under any law for Ihe t ime 
being in force. 

18. (I) (a) Subject to the provisions of this Act and to any 
di rections given the reundcr. the Corporation shall. in so rar as it is 
able to do 00:-

(i) supply water 10 such per.;ons. in such manner and 
under such conditions as. in Ihe opinion o f the Board . arc 
calculated to satisfy reasonable demands for water ; 

(ii) take such sleps from lime to time as may be 
necessary for ascertaining the sufficiency. pressure and 
wholesomeness of water supplics; 
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(ii i) take all such actions as it may from lime to lime 
cunsider nCCC$sary or expedient for the purpose of conserving, 
redistributing or o therwise augmenting water resources and of 
securil'lg the proper use of water resources. 

(b) The reference in this subsection Inaction for the pUrpo!ie 
of augmenting water resources includes a reference 10 action for 
the purpose of treat ing sal t wa ter by any process fo r removing salt 
o r other impurities, or making use of the mOSt appropria te 
le<:hJK)logy for suppkmenting the natural water resources. 

(2) Wi th the authorit)' of the awopriale Minister, the 
Corporation shall have the right. In order to maintain or 10 improve the 
water supply of these islands, 10 enter llpon and survey any land. 10 
inspect any well and to cause the sinking of ooresoT other worn for the 
purpose of ascen aini llg the lIature of the subsoil o r the presence , quali ty 
(H" '1uantity Qf undergr()tlnd water in it and tQ cause the sinki ng Qf shafts 
in and the driving of subterranean galleries through the lands of any 
person by such means as may seem 10 it beSI suited for Ihe purpose . The 
O:lrporation shall in the exercise of the rights under this subsection 
make good any damages it may cause 10 Ihird parties. 

(3) The O:lrporation must , subject to the provisions of Ihis 
Act and wi lh thc approval of the Ministe r. provide technical assistance 
to owners of tenements desi rous of sinking wells. driving galleries. 
constructing conduits or otherwise improving the wate r supply in their 
tenements. 

(4) (a) The O:lrporation may reduce as it thinks fit the 
quan tity of wate r supplied to any consumer. if. by reason of any 
unforeseen circumstances beyond the control of the Iloard. it 
appears thal the supply of wate r is insufficient to enable the full 
quantity to be convenien tly supplied. 

(b) Where:-

(i) the supply of water to speci fied premises is 
insufficicn t or unwholesome to the exten t of causing a danger 
to health. and 

(ii) a supply of wholesome wate r by the Corporation 
for domestic purposes is requi red for these premises and it is 
not practicable to provide such a supply in pipes. but is 
practicable to provide such a supply o therwise. at a reasonable 
= •. 

it shall be the du ty of thc Corporation to prO\'ide a supply of 
wholesome wate r otherwise than in pipe5 for domestic purposes 10 
Ihose premises. 

(c) Where the quant ity of water supplied has been 
rcdueed as aforesaid in this section. no liabi lity shall be incurred by 
the O:lrporalion in respect of any loss o r damage caused by such 
reduction. 



19. Subject 10 the provisions of this Act and 10 any directions 
given the re under . the Corporation shall in so far as it is 'lble so to do:-

(.) provide a public sewer system 10 be used for the drainage 
o f domestic sewage; 

(b) take such steps from time 10 (imeas may be necessary for 
ascc rl aining the cleanli ness, safely and efficiency o f public sewers; 

(c) take all actions as il may from lime to time consider 
necessary or expedie nt for augmenting and improving the means of 
disposal and the ways of treat ing the conten ts of public sewers; 

(d) lake such steps from time to lime as may be nc~s~ry for 
ensuring the safe discharge, reception. trealment and di sposal of 
trade emuenl; 

(c) lake all actions as it may from time 10 lime consider 
necessary to encourage the rc-use of treated e ffluent : 

(f) to carry O\It tests and to make regulalioM re la.ting to 
waste and sewage connections for the purpose of ensunng the 
proper and fit disposal of waste water and sewage; 

(g) lake all actions necessary o r expedient to re-use 
storm water run-off as appropriate. 
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20. ( I) Where written complaint is made to Ihe Ministe r that DdauII 

the Corporation has failed - - . 

(a ) to give an adequate supply of water, either as respects 
quantity or quality , or 10 give any supply which it has been lawfully 
required to give; or 

(b) to take such steps as are reasonably pract icable for the 
purpose of remedying any such failure ; or 

(c) to do anything which it is required to do by or under 
this Act; 

and where the Ministe r is of lbe opinion that an invesdgalion should be 
made 115 10 whether the Coqxmltioo has failed in any of these matters. 
he may cause an inquiry to be held inlo the matter . 

(2) If afte r such an inquiry has been held il appean to the 
Ministe r that there has been such a failure, as is refe rred to in subscction 
<') of th is sedion, he may make an order declaring the Corporation 
to be in default and direding it to remedy the default and to discharge 
such or its functions in such manner and within such time o r times as 
may he specified in the order. 

21. (I) The Corporation shall not he liable fo r Rny damage to u.nit>gf 
any person or any property relating to installation of the supply of Uabitdy . 

water which may be due to unavoidable accident , fai r wear IInd tear 
or to unautoorised connection of wate r fittings or to defects in any 
installation not provided by the Corporation . 
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(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of subsect ion (2) of 
section 18, the Corporation is nOl liable, in the absence of negligence 
and subject \0 the provisions of this Ad. for any nuisanttor any damage 
attributable 10 the performance of a duty imposed by this A ct. 

(3) The Corporation is not liable in particular for any 
nuisance or damage caused by nooding arising from Ihe acti<ln of 
nalUraUy occurring storms. groundwater or the action of the sea. 

22. (1) The provisions of the Schedule of Ihis Act shall have 
effect with respect to Ihe operat ion by the Corporation of meter­
reading, account keeping and bill collecting service common to. and 
in the joint interest of, the Corporation and Enemalta and \0 tilt 
exercise and perfonnance by the Corporation on behalf of Enemalla 
of such functions as arc or as may from time to time be lawfully vested 
in relation to the acts and matters specified in paragraph 1 of the said 
Schedule. 

(2) If, after consultation with the Corporation and with 
Enemalta , the Minister is satisfied that it is no longer necessary or 
ClIpc:dient for such joint service to be main tained as aforesaid. he may 
by order revoke the Schedule to this Act. and any agreement entered 
into between the Corporation and Enemaha in pursuance of paragraph 
6 of that Schedule or kept in force under this Act as if it had been so 
entered in to (hereinafter in this section re ferred to as Mthe agreement H

) 

shall thereupon cease to have effect. 

(3) The Minister may from time to time. with the 
ooncurrence of the Corporation and of Enemaha. by order vary the 
provisions of the Schedule 10 this Act to such eXlent and in such manner 
as the Minister may determine; and as from such date on which any 
such order comes inlo fo rce the provisions ofthe agreement shall have 
effect subject to such modifICations as may be necessary 10 prevent 
any inconsistency be tween the provisions of the agreement and the 
provisions of the said Schedule as varied by such order, 

(4) Any order made under this section may contain such 
lransitotial , supplementary and incidental provisions as the Minister. 
after consultation with, or with the concurrence of the Corporation 
and Enemalta. may deem 10 be necessary or expedient for the purpose 
of the order. 

PART 111 

FinaDdal provisions 

23. ( I) The Corporation may, with the approval in writing of 
the Minister given afte r consultation wilh Ihe Ministe r responsible for 
finance, borrow, secure or raise money bydebcntures.debcnlure stock, 
or other securi ly. for any onc or more of the following purposes of the 
Corporation:-

(a) the provision of working capital ; 



(b) the carrying out of the functions of the Corporation 
under this Act; 

(c) the provision of capi tal for the expansion of and addition 
10 the fixed asscu of the Corporation; 

(d) the redemption of any debentu res o r debenture stock or 
Olher security that the Corporat ion is required or entitled 10 
redeem: 

(c) any olher expenditure properly chargeable to capital 
account. 

(2) The CorporaliOll may. from tilTH: lolime. borrow by way 
of overdrd, or otherwise, for periods not eJlceeding twelve months, 
suclJ sums as the Board may require fOl'"carrying oul its functions under 
this Act: 

Provided Ihat for any amount in excess of two hundred 
thousand Maltese liri, there sllall be required the approval in writing of 
Ihe Minister. 

14. (1) Wheneve r il may be necessary for tile Corporation 10 
oonow by way of advances from the Government any sums which may 
be required for carrying out any of the functions of the Corporation 
under this Act , the Minister responsible for finance after consultation 
with the Minister may, by warrant unde r his hand and without further 
appropriation other than this Act , authorise the Accountant General to 
make advances 10 Ihe Corporation either out of the proceeds of any loan 
contracted or raised for the purpose: or out of the Consolidated Fund; 
and such advances shall be made on such teons and conditions as the 
Minister responsible for finance may direct. 

(2) The Ministe r responsible for finance may. for any of the 
requirements of the Corporation of a capi lal nature , contract o r raise 
loans, or incur liabilities. for such periods and on such terms and 
conditions as he may deem appropriate; and any sum due in respect 
of or in connection wilh any such loan Of" liability shall be a charge on 
the CollliOlidated Fund. 

(3) Notice of any loans, liabilities o r advances made o r 
incurred unde r the foregoing provisions of this section shall be given 10 
the House of Representatives as soon as practicable . 

(4) Pending the raising of any such loan as is mentioned in 
subsection (2) of· this section or for the purposes of providing the 
Corporat ion wi th working capital lhe Minister responsible for finance 
may. by warran t under his hand and without funher appro priation other 
than this Act , authorise the Accountant General to make advances oul 
of the TreasuryOearance Fund 10 the Corporation under such termsas 
shall be specified by the said Ministe r upon lhe making thereof. 

A m 



A 198 

(5) Sums received by the Accountant General fmm the 
Corporation in respect of advances made \0 the Corporation under 
subsection (4) of Ihis section shall be paid, as respects amounts recei\1:d 
by way of repayment into the Treasury Clearance Fund. and. as respects 
amoun ts received by way of interest. ;1110 the Consolidated Fund. 

25. (1) The revenue of the Corporalion for any financial year 
shall be applied in defraying Ihe following charges:-

(a) the remuneration, fees and allowances of the members 
of the Board ; 

(b) the salaries or wages, fees , remuneration, pensions, 
superannuation allowances, gratuities and other allowances 
of the officers. employees, agents and technical or other 
advisers of the Corporation, and payments for the maintenance of 
any pension scheme or other scheme established under the 
provisions of this Act , and any payment to the Government on 
account of pensions or gratuit ies under section 39 or 40 of this Act ; 

(c) the establishment and worldng expenses and expenditure 
on , or the provision for, the mainlenaoce of any of the installations 
of the Corporation, and the discharge of the functions of the 
Corporation properly chargeable to revenue account ; 

(d) interest on any debentu res, debenture stock or other 
security issued, interest on any overdraft and on any loan, raisedor 
advances received by the Corporation; 

(e) sums required to be transferred to a sinking fund o r 
otherwise set aside for the purpose of making provision for the 
redemption of debentu res or debentu re slock or other security o r 
fo r the repayment of other borrowed money; 

(0 such sums as may be deemed appropriate to be se t aside 
,n respect of depreciation on the propeny of the Corporation 
having regard to the amount se t aside out of revenue under 
paragraph (e) of this subsection ; 

(g) the payment of any other expenditure approved by the 
Board and properly chargeable to revenue account. 

(2) Subject to such dircctions as thc Minister, after 
consultation with the Minister responsible for finance , may from lime to 
lime give, any excess of revenue over e lpenditure shall be applied by 
the Corporation to the creation of reser~e funds to finance future 
expansion OflheCorporation; and wil~out prcju,dice \0 th ~ gen,crali!y of 
the powers given 10 the Ministe r by Ihls subsectIOn , any dne('\lOn gIven 
by the Minister as aforesaid. any pan of such excess may be transfe rred 
10 the Government , or may be applied in such manner as may be 
specified in the direction. 



26. Any funds of the Corporation not immediately required to be 
e~pended in the meeting of any obl igations or the carrying out of any 
functions of the Corporation may be in~ested from lime 10 lime in sueh 
manner as may be approved by the Ministe r responsible for finance. 

27. (I) The fees to be charged by the Corporation for any 
service or faci lity provided or for rights made available by il shall be in 
accordance wi th such tariffs and schemes as may, from lime to lime, be 
prescribed. 

(2) Nothing in subsection (I) of this section or in any such 
tariffs as aforesaid shall prevent the Corporation from charging other 
fees by special agreement. 

(3) In prescribing tariffs and entering into ag.reements 
relating to fees to be paid for water, facili ties provided or rightS made 
available by it and all rdated services. the Corporat ion shall ensure 
that Ihe fees charged arc adequate to provide sufficient revenue in any 
financial year;-

(a) to cover operating npenses and to make provision for 
adequate maintenan«. for depreciation, fo r inte rest payments on 
borrowings and fo r OIher in terest paymenlS; 

(b) to meet periodie repaymenlS on long te rm indcbtedl}C"SS 
10 Ihe eXlenl that any such repayments (':lfcced the provision for 
depreciation : and 

(c) to create reserves to finance a reasonable part o r the cost 
of future expansion. being (':lfpcnscs. repayments and reserves 
incurred or made by tne Corporation in the exercise of ilS 
functions. 

and any such tariffs and agrC1: ments shall not give undue preference as 
between consumers in similar circumSlances or discriminat ing between 
persons in similar circumstances as to the supply or service provided and 
any other circumstance which could justify a preferential or 
discriminatory treatment. 

(4) The tariffs to be charged by the Corporation shall be ill 
accordance with su~h rates as Ihe Corporat ion, with the approval of 
the Millister, may from time to time dClcnnine. 
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28. (I ) The Corporation shall in e~e ry financial yea r eausc to be Esoimo'a of 

prepared. and shall not late r than six wee ks before the end of each such ,be Corpor>';"". 

year adopt. estimates of the incomes and npenditure of the Water 
Services Corporation for the next following fi nancial year. 

(2) The estimates shall be made Olll in sllcll form and shall 
contain sllCh information and such comparisons with previous years as 
the Minister shall direct. 
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(3) A oop~ of the estimates of the Corporation ~hall upon 
thei r adoption by the Board be scnt fonhwilh by the Board 10 the 
appropriate Minister together with a report of the activities of the 
Corporation during the previous finallCial year. 

(4) The Minister shall , at the earliest opportun ity and not 
later than the first sitting of the House afte r four weeks from the receipt 
of the copyofthc estimates and report of the Corporation refe rred to in 
subsection (3) of thisscclion, cause such estimates and report 10 be laid 
before the House of Representatives together wi th a motion that the 
House approve the said estimates. Not more than IWO siuings shall be 
aUolted for the debate in the House on such a motion; and both the 
motion and the approval of the estimates by the H ouse may be wilh or 
withoul amendmenlS to the estimates. 

(5) No expendicure ~hall be made or incurred by the 
Corporation that has not bet::n approved by the House o f 
Representatives:-

Provided that:-

(a) unt il the expiration of six months from the beginning 
of a financial year or until the approval of the estimates for that 
year by the House, whichever is the earlier date. the 
Corporation may makeor incur expenditure for carrying on ils 
functjons under Ihis Act not exceeding in the aggregate one­
half o f the amount approved for the preceding financial year; 

(b) expendi ture approved in respect of a head Of 
subhead of the estimates may, with tile approval of the 
Minister. be incurred in respect of anothe r head or subhead of 
the estimates; 

(c) if in respect of any financial year it is found that the 
amount approvtd by the House is not sufficient o r a need has 
arisen for expenditure fo r a purpose nOI provided for in the 
estimates, the 8oaro may adopt supplementary estimates for 
approval by the House, and pending such approval may in 
special circumstances and with Ihe approval of the Ministe r , 
incur the relat ive expenditure; moreover in such case the 
provisio ns of this Act applicable to the estimates sha ll as soon 
as praaicable apply to the supplementary est imates: 

I'rovided further that in respect ofthe first financial year of the 
Curporation this section shall apply as if it required the Board to adopt 
estimates fOf that year not late r Ihan twelve weeks from the appointed 
day. and as if, until the approval of the est imates for that year by the 
House, and subject to the total expenditure for that yea r not exceeding 
the amount approved by the House, no limits were placed on the powe r 
o f the Corporation to make or incur expenditure. 

(6) All estimates and supplementary est imates approved by 
the House shall. as soon as practicable. be published in the Go~crnment 
Gazette. 



(7) This sect ion shall apply to the fi nt and subsequent 
financial years. 

29. (I) The Corporation shall cause to be kept proper accounts 
and other records in respect of its operations. and shall cause to be 
prepared an in terim statement of account for the seoond period of six 
months in respect of each financial year, togctller with a statement of 
account covering tile whole financial year and giving a true and fair 
view of its state of affain . 

(2) The accounts of the Corporation shall be audited by an 
audi toror audi ton to be appointed by it and approved by the Minister: 

Provided that the Minister may require Ihe books and 
accounts of the CorporaliOll to be audited or examined by tile Director 
of Audi t who shall for Ihis purpose have power to ta rry out such physical 
checking and other verifications as he may deem necessary. 

(3) The interim statement of account in resped of the finl 
period of six months of each fi nancial year. duly audi ted, shall be 
adopted by the Board not later than Sill weeks after the end of such 
period and shall be transmitted forthwi th to Ihe Minillter together with a 
copy of any report made by the auditor or auditonon that sta tement or 
on the account of the Corporation. 

(4) The sta tement of account in respect of the second period 
of six months of eath financial year together with the statement of 
ao:ount in respe<:t of the whole financial year, both duly audited, shall 
be adopted by the Board nOl later Ihan ten weeb after the end of the 
financial year and shall be transmitted forthwith to the Ministe r 
togetller with a copy of any report made by the auditor or audi ton on 
those statements or on the accounts of the Corporation. 

(5) Before the end of each financial year. the Minister shall 
cause to be laid on the Table of the House of Representalives,together 
with the motions laid before the House under se<:tion Z8 of this Act, a 
copy of the following:-

(a) the interim statement of account and any report in 
resped of the fi n t six months of the current financial year: 

(b) the sta tement of account and any report in rcspe<:t of 
the se<:ond six months or lhe immediately preceding financial year; 
"d 

(c) the statement of account and any report in respect of 
the immediately precWing full financial year. 

30. (I) All moneys of the Corporat ion aocruing from. any 
operat ions under this Act shall be paid into a bank .o~ banks appolllted 
by reso lution of the Board and approved by the MlIllster. Such money 
sllall as far as practicable . be paid inlo that bank from day to day, except 
ror such sum as the Board may authorise to be retaincd 10 meet petty 
disbursements and immediate payments. 
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(2) All paymcnlsout oflhe funds of the Corporation, except 
ptlt)' disbursements not exceedingasum to be fixed by the Board, d1all 
be made by such officer o r officers o f tbe CofllORltion as the Board shall 
appoint or designate for that purpose. 

(3) Cheques against or withdrawals (rom any bank account 
o f the Corponiion shall be signed by such officer of the Corporation as 
may be designated by the Board for that purpose and shall be 
countersigned by the Cbairman or such other member of the Board or 
other officer of the Corporation as may have been authorised by the 
Board for that purpose . 

(4) The Corporation shall also provide for all maller.; 
necessary for the proper keeping and control of its accounts and books 
and fo r control of its finances. 

Ann,.alllep"" _ JI. The Board shall, not later than six weeks before the end of 
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e ach financial year, make and Iransmillo the Mini5l1:r a rcporl dealing 
generally with the activities of the Corporation during that year and 
containing such informat;on relating to the proceedings and policy of 
the Corporation as the Ministe r may from time to time require . Such 
report shall be transmilted to the Minister and laid before the House as 
provided in section 28 of this Act . 

PART IV 

T ... nsft-r 10 Ibt Corpontion ofGovt-rnrmnl Undtrtakings 

32. (1) With effect from the appointed day all public 
undertakings shall, by ~irtue of this Act , and without further assurance . 
be Innsfened 10. and shall vest in. the Corporation under the same title 
by which they were held by the Go~ernment immediate ly before that 
day. 

(2) Such transfer shall exlend to tbe whole o f such public 
undertakings and shall inclutle all plant , lands, works and o ther 
property movable or immovable , assets, powers. rights , privileges and 
causes of action held or enjoyed in connectionlhere ..... ith or appertaining 
thereto. 

JJ. Subject to the provisions of th is Act , all laws, rules, 
regulations, orders, judgemenl.S, documents, wanants and working 
arran~ements, subsisting immedi3tely before the appointed d3Y, 
affectmg any of the transferred unde rtakings shall have full force and 
effect against or in fa~our of the Corporat;on and shall be enforceable as 
fully and effectually as if. instead of the Government. the Corporation 
had been named therein or had been a party thereto, as the case may be. 

34. ( I) Where anything has been commenced by or under tbe 
authority of the Government prior 10 the appointed day and such thing 
is in relation to any of the transferred undertakings or any right o r 
liability transferred by o r under this Act . such thing may be carried on 
and completed by or under the authori ty of the Corporation. 



(2) Where at the appointed day any legal proceeding is 
pending to which the Government is a party o r is entitled to be a party. 
and such proceeding has reference to any of the transferred 
undertakings or any right or liabili ty transfe rred by o r under this Act. 
the Corporat ion shall be §ubstiMed in SIKh proc«ding for the 
Government or shall be entit led 10 be so substituted. 

(3) The Ministe r may by order make such incidental. 
consequential and supplemental provisions as may be necessary or 
expedient for tbe purpose of securing and giving full effect to the 
transfer of any unde rtaking or an)' right or liability to the Corporation 
by or unde r this Act and may make such orders as may be necessary to 
make any powers and duties exercised by the Government. in relat ion 
to any of the transferred undertakings. exercisable by and on behalf of 
the Corporation. 

35. (I) As soon as practicable after the commencement of this 
Ad. tbe Board shall create and issue in favour of the Government. in 
respect of the ne t value of the assets transferred to tbe Board by the 
Government under the provisions of this Act . permanent debenture 
stock bearing interest at six per centum a year payable at such times and 
under such condit ions as shall be agreed to be tween the Government 
and the Board. 

(2) The said net value shall be agreed upon be[Ween the 
Government and the Board. 

PART V 

Offkt.ff aftd Other Employees of the Corporalklo 

36. The Corporation shall appoin t and employ at such 
remuneration and upon such te rms and conditions as it may, III 
accordance wi th section 13 of th is Act. determine, such officers and 
other employees as may from time to time be necessary for the due and 
efficient discharge of its functions: 

Provided that the Chief Executive shall be se lected and 
appointed with the approval of the Ministe r. 

37. (I) Subject 10 the approval of Ihe Minister. and so fa r as 
consistent with the provisions of this Part relating to public officers who 
accept permancnt employment with the Corporat ion and to other 
Government employees transferred to the service of the Corporation. 
the Corporation may establish a scheme or schemes for the payment of 
superannuation allowances. pensions or gratuities to offKers and 
employees of the Corporation who retire fro m its service o r otherwise 
cease to ho ld offi ce with it by reason of age. or of infirmity of body or 
mind, or of abolition of office. 
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(2) No assuran<:e 011 the life of any contri butor under any 
such scheme, and no moneys or o ther benefils payable under any such 
assurance. and no pension. gra tuity or o the r allowance granted under 
any such scheme 10 any person who has been employed by the 
Corporation, shan be assignable o r transferable , or liable 10 be allached 
or seized for or in resped of any debt or claim whatsoever. other than a 
debt due 10 the Corporation. 

38. ( I ) Such public o ffw::er5, employed in the Water Works 
Department or such othe r departments of Gove rnment whose functio ns 
are fmm lime to time transfe rred to the Col'JXlralioo, immediately 
before the coming into force of th is section in relation 10 such 
depa rtment , as the Prime Minister sha ll direct . shall as rrom the date 
specified in the d ire<:tioo, be detailed for duty with the Corporation in 
such capaci ty as may be specified in the Prime Minister 's d irection. 

(2) Any direction given by the Prime Ministe r befo~ the 
date of the coming in to force o f this section for the purpose of detailing 
any such officers as aforesaid for duty with the Corporation as aforesaid 
shall be of the same e ffect and validi ty lIS it would have had, had such 
direction been given afte r such date. 

(3) The Prime Minister may also , at the request of the 
Corporation , from time to dme direct that any public officer shall be 
detailed for duty with the Corporatio n in such capacity and with effect 
fro m such date as may be specified in the Prime Minister's di~ct ion . 

(4) The period du ring which a d irectioo given unde r the 
preceding provisions of this section shall apply to any officer specified 
there in , shall , unless the o fficer dies, or re tires from the public service , 
or othe rwise ceases to bold offICe at an earlier date , or unless a different 
period is specified in such d ire<:tion. end on the happening o f any o f 
the following events . that is 10 s.ay;-

(a) the acccptantt by such officer o f an orrer o f transfe r to 
the service: of. and pennanent employment with the Corporation 
made in acoordantt with the provisions of section 400f Ihis Act; o r -

(b) the revocatioA of such direct ion by the Prime Minister, in 
rdatio n to such o fficer. 

(5) Where a direction given by the Prime Minister unde r any 
of the subsect ions (I ) . (2)or (3) hereof is revoked by the Prime Minister 
in rela tion 10 any offICer, the Prime Minister may, by furthe r direction. 
de tail such officer for du ty wi th the Corporation in such capaci ty and 
wi th effect from such date as may be speci fied in the Prime Minister's 
direct ion. and the provisions of subsection (4) of this sectio n shall 
thereupon apply to the period of duration of any s.uch fun her direction 
in relation to such o ffice r. 

39. ( I ) Where any o ffice r is deta iled for du ty with the 
Corporat ion by any direct ion given under the provisions of section 38 0f 
this Act. such officer shall . du ring the time in which such direct ion has 
effect in relatio n to him be under the administrative authority and 
control of the Co rporat ion but he sha ll for all othe r inten tsand purposes 
remain and be conside red and treated as a public offi cer. 



(2) Without prejudice to Ihe ge llcrality of the foregoing . an 
officer detai led for dUly as aforesaid:-

(3) shall not during the time in respect of which he is so 
detailed:-

(i) be precluded from applying for 11 transfer to 11 
depanment of the Government in accordance with the lenns 
and conditions of service attached 10 the appointment under 
Ihe Government held by him at a date on which he is so 
detailed for dUly; or 

(ii) be so employed that his remunerat;on and 
condi tions of service are less favourable than those whk h are 
attached 10 the appointment under the Government hdd by 
him al the date aforesaid or which would have become 
allachcd 10 such appointment , du ring the said period, had 
such officer not been detailcd for duty with Ihe Corporation: 
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(b) shall be enti lled 10 have his service will! the Corporat ion 
considered as service with the Government (orllle purposes of any 
pension, gratuity or benefit under the Pensions Ordinance: and the Cop. " . 
Widows' and Orphans' Pensions At t and of any othcr right or Cop, ~. 

privilege to which he would be enti tled, and liable toany liability to 
which he would be liable, but for the fact of his being·detailed for 
duly with the Corporation. 

(3) Where an application is made as provided in 
subparagraph (i) of paragraph (a) of subsection (2) of this section the 
same consideration shall be given thereto as if the applicant had not 
been detailed fo r service with the Corporation. 

(4) The Corporation shall pay 10 the Government such 
contributions as may from time to time be determined by Ihe Minister 
responsible for finance in respect of the 0061 of pensions and gratuities 
earned by an offlCCr detailed for duty wi th the Corporation aforesaid 
during the period in which he is so detailed. 

40. (I) The Corporation may, wi th the approval of tne Prime 011 .. 01 
Ministe r and upon such terms and conditions in accordance with sect ion 
13 of this Act . offer to any o rficer de tailed fo r duty wi th the Corporation 
under any of the provisions of section 38 of this Act permanent 
employment with the Corporat ion at a remuneration and on terms and 
condi tions not less favourable than those entoyed by such officer at the 
date of such oUer. 

(2) The terms and conditions comprised in any offer made as 
aforesaid shall nOt be deemed to be less favourable mere ly because they 
an: not in all respects identical with or superior to tOOse enjoyed by the 
officcrconcemed at the date ofsucn offer. if such terms and conditions. 
taken as a whole, in the opinion of Ihe Prime Minister , offer 
su/>5lanlially equivalent o r grea ter benefits. 
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(3) Every officer who accepts permanent employment with 
lhe Corporation offered 10 him under the provisions of subsection ( I)of 
this section shall, for all purposes other than those of the Pensions 
Ordinance and of the Widows' and Orplians' Pensions Act , be deemed 
10 have ceased to be in service with the Government and to have entered 
inlO service with the Corporation on the date: of his acceptance, and for 
the purposes of the said Ordinance and of the said Act , so fa r as 
applicable to him , service with the Corporation shall be deemed 10 be 
service wilh the Government within the meanings thereof respectively. 

(4) Every such officer 3S aforesaid who, immediately before 
accepting permanent employment with the Co~ation was a 
contributor under the Widows' and Orpllans ' Pensions Act shall 
continue: 10 benefit thereunder to an intents lIS if his service with the 
Corporalion were servicc with the Government. 

(S) The Corporation $hall pay to the Government such 
contributions as may from time to time be dete rmined by the Minister 
responsible for finance in respect of the cost of pensions and gratuities 
earned by an officer who hasacccpted permanent employment with the 
Corporation as aforesaid during the period commencing on the date of 
such officer', acceptance, 

PART VI 

Contncu aDd PoWft' 10 Acquire or DbpoR of Propercy 

41. E~cept with the approval o f the Minister granted for special 
reasons, the Corporation shaii not enter into any contract forthe supply 
of goods or materials or for the execution of works which is estimated by 
the Board to exceed threc thousand liri in value or such otber sum as the 
Ministe r may .... ith the oonCUlTCnce of the Ministe r responsible for 
finance by notice determine, unless after notice of the inlen tion of the 
CorporatiOfl to cntcr into the contract has been published and 
oom~tilive lenders have been issued. 

42. (I) Subject tothe provisions of the last preceding section the 
Corporation may for the purpose of the due and efficient diSCharge of its 
functions under th is Act-

(a) purehll5C or otherwise acquire and hold any movable 
property and dispose of any such property; aoo 

(b) purchase or otherwise acquire and hold any lands or 
other immovable property or interest therein and take any such 
property on lease or on any other title ..... hatsoever. 

(2) The Corporation may. with the .... rinen authority o f the 
Prime Mini5ter. alienate or hypothecate any lands or other immovahle 
property o r interest therein vested in the Corporat ion by this ACl or 
otherwise acqui ..... d by the Corporation and may also. with the consent 
o f the Minister. grant a lease of such lands or property for any period. 



PART VII 

Miscellaneous Provisions 

43. (I) (a) Subject 10 the provisions of Ihis Act. no person 
shall in Malta . except for or on behaU of the Corporat ion. or by 
agreement or in pursuance of arrangements with the Corporation 
or under a licence from the Corporation, or in accordance with 
regulat ions made under this Act -

(i) pump waler. ordo any work o r install any apparatus 
o r other thing intended for the manufacture, desalination. 
polishing, treatment, induding provision, storage and 
dist ribution of wate r: provided Ihat nothing conlained in this 
Act shall prevent the construction of cisterns for Itle purpose 
of conserving surfacc water : 

(ii) acquire. manufacture. keep, slore. distribute . se ll , 
hawk. expon or ottlerwise d ispose of water fo r ttle purpose of 
sa le o r waler supply; 

<iii ) make. buy or otherwise acquire , sell or otherwise 
dispose of or have in his possession or under his control any 
wa ter pump o r any apparatus related to the prodUCtiOIl , supply 
or distribut ion ofwale r: and no person stlall sel l or in any other 
way dispose of any such apparatus to any person who has nOI 
obtained a licence for buying o r otherwise acquiring such 
apparatus; 

(iv) sink any well. or bore any hole, or dig any trench in 
any irrigation area without the permission ort tle Corporation, 
for the purpose of obtaining underground wate r, or carry out 
any work wtlatevcr wtlich reduces or interferes with the 
Corpor~tion' s supply of water: 

(v) consume or d ispose of wate r supplied to tlim by the 
Corporation for purposes ottler Ihan that for which it is 
supplied: 

(vi) dispose of sewage. waste water o r Slormwate r run­
off except in the manner prescribed by the Corporation : 

(vii) in any other manner encroach upon the exclusive 
rights vested in the Corporalion by 5ection 3 of this Act. 

(b) The provisions of subparagraphs (i) to (ii i) of pa ragraph 
(a) do nOI apply to bottled table water. 

(2) A ny person who. wi thout lawful ucuse. cont ravenes or 
fails 10 comply with any provision of this section stlall be guilty of an 
offence against this Act . 
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(i) for the manufacture. provision and storage and 
supply ofwalf,~reilher for the sole use of such person o r Ibat of 
such other pcl$Ons. whether specified by name o r by rdereroce 
to any area or locality, as may be permitted by the 
Corporation: 

(ii) for the acquisition, manufacture, provIsion, 
5lOragc, distribution, sale, exportation or other disposal of 
water or for any onc or more o f any such activities, including. 
but without prejudice 10 the generali ty of the aforesaid, the 
construction or erection of cisterns, or OIlier Structures 
or of water pumps or other devices and apparatus for tne 
manufacture, desalination, trea tment , polishing, storage, 
supply. sale or distribu tion of wate r; 

( iii) for the manufacture , purchase or acquisition, sale 
or disposal of, possession of or control oyer any water pump or 
any other apparatus related to the production, supply or 
dist ribution of water; 

( iy) to discharge or otherwise d ispose of tl'llde effluent 
as directed by the Corporation and after such treatment as the 
Corporation may deem ntee$S3ry; 

(y) 10 dispose of stormwater run-off to water courses or 
water bodies as directed by the Corporation and afte r such 
lrealDlent as lhe Corporation may deem 1'ICCeSS3f)', 

and may allach to any licence as aforesaid Such terms and 
condilions as it thinks fit and may also make any arrangemenls and 
enter inlo any agreement with any person for any of the f.""""'" 
aforesaid, or otherwise: in conncclion wi th any of its ullCtions 
under Ihis Act , as it may deem appropriate or expedient . 

(b) The proYisioIL'l ofsubparagrapbs (i) to (iii) of paragraph 
(a) do oot apply to bottled lable wate r. 

(2) UCUlces issued under subsection (1) of this section and 
any lenns and conditiorni, arrangements or agreements made 
thereunder, shall , subject to their renewal, be yalid for such period 
for which they are granted, made or renewed : 

Provided that if no period of Yal idi ty is so specified, allY such 
licence, arrangement or agreement shall be valid until the 315t 
December of the year in which they are granted, made or renewed. 

(3) There shall be payable on the issue and renewal of any 
lice:nce under this section such fees as may be prescribed. 

(4) A licence issued under this section, and tenns and 
conditions thereof, and any arrangement or agreement 10 which the 
proviso to subsect ion (2) of this section applies, may at any time be 
suspended or revoked by the Corporation with the concurrence: of the 
Minister, if circumstances exist which. in the opinion of the 



Corpora tion. any such licence. arrangement or agreement should be 
suspended or revoked. Any such suspension o r revocation $h8 11 be 
without prejudice to any liability whidl the holder of the licence may 
have inturred under Ihi$or any olher law. 

(S) Where a person acts in breach of any term or condition of 
a liccnce granted by. or of an arrangement or o the r agreement made 
with the Corporation , he $h311 be deemed 10 bave: acted wi thout such a 
liccrn::e, arrange me nt o r agreement. 

(6) The issue of a licence by. or the making of any 
arrangement or agreement wilh the Corporation sha ll nOI exempt any 
person from the requi rements of any o ther law. 
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45. The Corporation may, with the approval of the Minister, Pownoo 
make regulations not ioconsislenl with the provisions of th is Act to m ......... 1.' .... 
prescribe:-

(a) the duties of any officers of the Corporation appointed 
under seclion 36 of this ACl for the purpose of carrying out 
inspect ions, the intel"\'als, times and manner in which any 
installation, appar,lIus or other property of the Corporation shall 
be inspected, and the notice (if any) to be given in relation to 
inspections; 

(b) the condit ions under which any installation, apparatus, 
materials, fi ttings and other property of the Corporation shall be 
installed, operated, maintained, protected , controlled or in any 
way safeguarded, the manner of laying safely and the prohibition of 
the use of any dangerous installation, apparatus or fittings; 

(c) the conditions on which, the manner in which, the time at 
which and the quant ity in which water is 10 be supplied; 

(d) the conditions in respect of the use of wate r pumps and 
any apparatus used in the production , manufaClure and 
distribution of wate r and in respect of the sinking, ellCllv3lion, 
enlargement or modifica tion and use of wells; 

(e) provisions applying to the sinking of wells, and the use of 
wells and wate r pumps in water controlled areru;; 

(f) the conditions under which money advances may be 
made to owners of tenements desirous of sinking wells, d riving 
gal leries , constructing conduits. or otherwise improving the water 
supply in their tenements; 

(g) the standards to be adopted for measurement of 
dimensions of inslallations and apparata . and the manner in which 
wate r supplied shall be measured ; 

(h) the conditions on which the supply of wate r may be 
tu rned off or restriCled ; 
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Ci l any ta riff of fees. rent, and charges which may be or are 
required to be prescribed by or under the provisions of this Act, or 
of any regulations made th ... reunde r and the tim .... placc and 
manner for the payment of sueh fees. r ... nt. or ... harges and the mode 
of collecting thereof; 

(j) the qualifications to be possessed by persons before they 
may be entrusted with the construction. laying, repair, alte ration 
or control of any apparatus, fittings or insta llat ions and the nature 
of the tests to be employed for ascertaining wh ... the r persons 
possess such qualifications; 

(kl the measures to be taken. the natu re and quality of 
mate rials and the filli ngs to be suppl ied and used in connection 
with insta lla tions in o rder to secure public safety and private safety; 

(1) the quality, design and workmanship standards required 
in an connections to sewers, waste water or stormwater run-off 
systems owned by the Corporation; 

(m) the melhods to be adopted for Ihe provisions of servioccs 
by the Corporation, the security to be furnished by persons who 
wish 10 avail themselvC!i of such services. the conditions for Ihe 
discon tinuance of such services in cases where the requirements of 
this Act or of any regulation made thereunder is not complied with. 
o r where a person is in arrears of his payments of any proper prices. 
charges or fees or uses defective apparatus, instruments or fillin gs. 
and also in other cases where such discontinuance may be deemed 
necessary o r advisable: 

(n) the tenns and oonditions under which Departments of 
the Government o r publ ic bodiC!i or authori ties may have , jointly 
with the Corporation. faci lities in respect of which theCorporation 
has udusive rights as provided under section 3 of this Act: 

(0) such mallers in connect ion with the issue of debentures 
or debenture slock under th is Act as the Board may deem il 
necessary or e~pedienl to prescribe, and, in particular , for 
regulating the method of issue. transfe r. redempt ion. or other 
dealing with such debentures o r debentu re stock ; 

(p) any maller relating 10 any activity. function or other 
thing in respect of which the Corporation is the udusive au thority 
or in rcspect of which a licence of, or an agreement or arrangement 
wilh the Corporat ion is requi red by Ihis Act. including the te rms 
and condi tions under Which any such IIClivity or funelion may be 
perfonned. o r any exemption may be made or given. and such 
other matter as may be necessary or ClIpedicnt to be provided for in 
re lation to any of the aforesaid matters; 

(q ) the penalties. being not more than a fine (mU/la) of ten 
thousand Maltese lid, 10 which a person committing an offence 
against this Act o r contravening any regulation made under this 
Act may be liable on convict ion; 



(r) any other ma tter which may be or is required to be 
prescnbed by this Act. 

oWl. Any order made under s«tion 22 or under subsection (l) o f 
section 34 of th is Act sha ll be published in the Government Guene. 

47. The provisio ns of this Act shall not appJyto any cistern or we ll 
in any dwell ing house, which is required to be constructed under any 
law, and the provisions of this Act sha ll not be deemed to require any 
licence o r permit for the construction and maintenance of any such 
cistern o r well: so however that this section shall not preclude the 
Corporation from exercising any of its funct ions and powers under this 
Act for the purpose of ensuring that water is nOl wasted or misused and 
that no damage is caused to the aquifer or elsewhere. 

48. The Prime Minister may, by written order under his hand. 
exempt any person. au tho rity or institu tion from the provisions of this 
Act for such time and under such condi tions as are set down in such 
an ordcr. ~nd may by similar order cancel any nemption so given. 

49. Any officer o f the Corporation. duly authorised by the Board 
may. at all reasonable times. enter any premises in which any collecting 
area. spring. we ll . wate rcourse. galle ry , cistern , conduit or any water. 
sewer, waste water. fi ttings or se rvice. apparatus, installation. 
instrument . plant or acx:essories are. have been or are to be constructed, 
laid or installed for the manufactu re, desalination . treatmen t . ,xtlishing. 
provision. storage and distril>ution of water o r for the purposes o f 
providing drainage to the sewers. for Ihe purposes of:-

(a) inspecting any of Ihe items ment ioned above and 
a~naini ng whether the re be any waste of wate r from the 
waterworks, or othe r thing contrary to the provisions of Ihis Act, o r 
to the regulations made thereunder; 

(b) maintaining and, if need be, repairing. allering. or 
making additions to any of the itcms mentioned abo~ which is 110 
out o f repair as to cause Wll!;le o f wa te r, o r which is defective or 
wanting in any thing prescribed by this Act or any regulations made 
the reunder: 

(c) ascertaining such data or information as the Board may 
requi re in connection with the services given by the Corporation: 

(d) removing all o r any water finings o r s.e rvice, appantus. 
installation, instrument. plan t or accessories belonging to the 
Corporation. whenever any s.erviee provided by the Corporation is 
no longer required o r where tbe Corporation is auihoris.ed by o r 
under this Act 10 withdnw its s.ervices; 

(e) the inspection. alteration or repair or any pan of the sewers. 
waS te water or sto rmwater run-off systems owned by the 
Corporation: 
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Provided that the Corporalion shall repair a ll damage eau!ied 
by any such entry. inspection or removal. 

SO. (I ) The execution of all work in connection wi th the!iervices 
given by tile Corporation 511311 be carried OUI in such a manner as may be 
pre$Cribed. 

(2) Any peT$On woo contravenes or fails 10 comply wilh Ihe 
provisions of this !ieC1ion shall be guilty of an offence under Ihis Ac!. 

51. (I) No peT$On shall U!ie any water or any in5lallation. 
apparalus, fillings, inslru~nt or their acoes.sories, supplied by the 
Corporation , or any waler supplied for sale or disposal by or on 
behalf of the Corporalion. whether directly or indireelly. for purposes 
other than Ihat for which ;1 is supplied; and any declaration or clear 
indicalion by Ihe Corporation as to Ihe purpose for which any thing as 
aforesaid hll$ been supplied. shall be conclusive evidence of such 
po"""". 

(2) AnypeT$On who contravenes the provision ofthis!ieC1ion 
sha ll be guilty of an offence against this Act. 

52. An)' person who-

(a) obstructs or impede$ any member of the Board or any 
offICer. agent or servant of tne Corporation in the exercise of his 
duties under this Ael orunderany regulations made under IhisAct ; 

" 
(b) contravenes or fails 10 comply with any of lhe provisions 

of this Act or of any such regulations lIS aforesaid or any order 
lawfully given under the provisions of this Act or of such 
regulations; or 

(c) when: a licence or other permit is required under the 
provisions of lhis Act or under any regulations as aforesaid, forthe 
use of the services of facili ties of the Corporalion. makes use of 
such services or faci lities without such a licence or pennil or 
conlravenes or fails to comply with the conditions of any such 
licence or permit. shall be gui lty of an offence against this Act 

53. (I) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the following 
enactments. that is 10 13)':-

(a) Wate r Supply O rdinance. 

(b) Irrigation Ordinance. 

(c) Underground Wate r Ordinance. 

are hereby repealed. 



(2) The repeal of the Ordinances aforesaid sha ll be without 
prejudice to anything done or omitted to be done under the said 
Ordinances. Any punishment incurred in reSJ}e(:t of any offence 
committed against any provisions thereof. and any investigation, legal 
proceeding or remedy may be instituted, continued or enforced, and 
any penalty, forfeiture or punishment may be imposed as if that 
Ordinance had not been repealed. 

(3) All regulations, rules or orders and all licences made 
under, or kept in force under the Ordinances repealed by this Act 
immediately before such repeal shall, with the necessary modifications, 
adaptations and limitations, and all regulations, rules or orders made 
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under or kept in force by the Water Supply Regulations, 1948, and in so 0 .1'1 . III 
far as these are not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, continue of 1948. 
in force and have effect as if they had been made or granted under this 
Act and may be re~oked or amended accordingly. 

(4) Any reference in any other law to the "Water 
Authority", the "Water Board" the "Department of Water" or "the 
Water Department" shall be construed as a refe rence to !be Water 
Services Corporation constituted under this Act. 

(5) Any licence, permit orother authority granted under any 
enactment , or any provision thereof, repealed by this Act, and still in 
force immediately before such repeal, shall continue in force thereafter 
as if it were a licence issued under this Act, OT, as the case may require, 
and any such licence, pennit or authority as aforesaid shall be treated 
and dealt with accordingly. 

SCHEDULE 

(Section 22) 

P'rGvlsioaoi to joint meter·read1D&, K1;1JUDt~ aod biU colledlon 
servke ..... as to the exercise 01 certain fImcdoos by the 

Wllter Services COl pontioo 00 behalf 01 Enemalts 

1. The Corporation is hereby appointed in the name and on 
behalf of Enemalta 10 exercise and perform as fully and effectually in 
all respects as Enemalta itself all such functions as are or may from 
time to time be lawfully vested in Enemalta in respect of the acts and 
matters following namely:-

(a) 10 demand, require, receive , accept, cancel, waive and 
generally deal with any surelyship , $C<:urity, deposit or undertaking 
in. respect of sums due to Enemalta for the supply of electrical 
energy, meter charge and services (hereinafter in this Schedule 
referred to as "sums due to Enemal ta"); 

(b) to carry out the reading of meters for the purpose of 
ascertain ing the quantity o f electrical energy supplied and, where 
applicable , the maximum demand; 
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(c) to keep accoun ts showing the sums due to E nemalla and 
to preserve any books or doeuments relating to or connected with 
such accounts ; 

(d) to undenake the computa tion, service and collceliOD of 
bills in respect of sums due to Enemalta ; 

(e) to receive from consumers o f electrical energy any nOlice 
of:-

(I) in ten tion 10 discontinue the use: of sll(:h ene rgy; 

"' 
(ii) the carrying out of alterations to premisc:s o r to 

installations; 

(f) to cause: the supply of electrical energy to any consumer 
to be suspended in the case of nOD-payment o f sums due to 
Enemalta arter the expiration o f the prescribed period, or of 
unjustified re fusal of access to the premises; and for this purpose 
to cause the main fuses to be removed or the installation 10 be 
disconnected at the mains, whether overhead or underground; 

(g) to cause the meler to be removed from the premises in 
the case of delay in the payment of sums due to Enemalta beyond 
three months. or earl ier if so deemed necessary; 

(h) to reconnect the supply and . if necessary. replace the 
mete r afte r payment of sums d ue to Enemalta hll5 been made: 

(i) to enter upon any premises and to carry out and do 
therein any Act or thing within the aUlhority ()f Enemalta ; 

(j) t() asscss, by means ()f such cri teria as are within the 
di$cre tion of Enemalta the consumption ()f electrical ene rgy in 
any premises to which entry fo r the purpose: ()f reading the meters 
has been refused afler reasonable notice has been given; 

(k) ge~rall y to perf()rm any other Act. incidental or 
supplementary to the foregoing, which Enemal la. but for the 
provisions o f this Schedule . would have been entit led to perfonn 
in relalion to and for the purposes of me te r-reading. acrount ­
keeping and bill collect ion as applicable I() the supply ()f electrical 
ene rgy. 
2. If any sums due to Enemalla shall not be paid o r if any gDQds 

o r materials belonging 10 Enemalta are nm re tum ed by any consumer 
()f elect rical energy. the O>rporalion may, notwithstanding the 
provisjQn of section 1986 ()f the Civil COOe. take any legal or ()ther 
proceeding aUlhrni.<;ed by law for the recQVery the re()f ID the name and 
()n behalf of EIII'malta ; and for Ihe purposes of section 466 ()f the COOe 
o f O rganisation and Civil Procedure. Ihe O>rpc>ra tion shall be deemed 
I() be acting as a Head ()f Department in respect ()f so much of any 
such proceedillgs as are taken o n behalf of Encmalta. 



3. While they are acting wi thin the limits of the powers conferred 
on the Corporation by o r under the provisions of this Schedule, the 
officers and servants of the Corporation shall , for the purposes of any 
enactment or regulation containing any reference to the officers and 
servants of Enemalta , be deemed to be also the officers and servants 
of Enemalta. 

4. The Corporation may, in respect of the accounts of Enemal ta 
and of sums due to Enemalta, continue in force any arrangements 
en tered into with any other Government Oepan menl for the compuling 
of bill s and keeping of accounts and for the provision of legal or other 
assistance. 

5, Enemalta shall have a right of access to and inspection of the 
accounts kept by the Corporation in relation to the activities of 
EnemaJta and shall have the righ t to keep at the offices of the 
Corporation such number of representatives as may from time to time 
be agreed between Enemalta and the Corporation. 

6. From time to time as occasion may require, Enemaha and 
the Corporation may by means of a public deed in the acts of the 
Notary to Government , the terms of which shan first be approved by 
the Minister , enter in lo an agreement (hereinafter in this Schedule 
refe rred to as "the agreement") regula ting aJl or any of the following 
matters: -

(a) the access to and inspection of the accoun ts and the 
number and powers of the representatives of Enemalla refe rred 
to in paragraph 5 of this Schedule ; 

(b) the consideration (including reimbursement of any 
expenses and administrative charge proper ly met o r incurred by 
the Corporation) to be paid to, o r to be retained by, the 
Corpora tion in respect of the exercise and performance by the 
Corpora tion of the functions vested in it by th is Schedule; 

(c) the periods at which and the manner in which the 
Corpora tion shall remit to Enemalta sums collected by the 
Corporation on behalf of Enemalta or, 10 the extent that 
arrangements for se t-off a re made in the agreement. such balances 
thereof as are outstanding afte r any lllIlOunlS due 10 the 
Corporation under the last preceding sub-paragraph have been 
deducted; 

(d) the time and method of exchanging information and of 
using means of consultation between Enemalta and the 
Corporation for the beller execution in their joint interest of the 
provisions of this Schedule and of the agreement; 

(e) the financial , banking. auditing and administrative 
procedures 10 be followed by both sides for the regular and efficient 
working of the arrangements ex;si t;ng between them including. 
without prejudice 10 the generalityofthe foregoing. the forms tobe 
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used, the documents to be preserved, the boolt$ 10 be kept , the 
returns 10 be made, the notices to be given o r communicated and 
the accounts to be rendered; 

(I) such otber matters incidental and supplementary to the 
foregoing for wbicb. witb the approval of the Minister, tney may 
deem it necessary and expedient to provide. 

7. The Minister shall cause a copy of the agreement to be laid on 
the Table of the House of Representatives . 

Passed by tne House of Representatives at Sitting No. 572 of tne 12th November, 
1991. 

RICHAItO J. CAUCtIl 
Ck,k,o the House of Rtp'~mllltiv~. 

LAWRENCE GONZt 
S!Htlkt, 
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