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L.N. 69 of 1992 

EDUCATION ACT, 1988 

(ACT XX IV OF 1988) 

TM PosIgraduale Diploma and ~ 01' Mascer of Gn'ontology and 
Gmalrks - Dlp.GeI'". - M.Gu. Rtgulatlon5, 1992. 

In exercise of the powcn conferred upon him by se<:lions 28(5) and 
29(6) of the Education Act. 1988, the:. Chanc;c,llor of the University of 
Mal ta has promulgated the foUowing regulations made by the Senate of 
the University of Malta in vi rtue of the powers conferred upon i1 by 
section )3 of the said Act . 

Citation 

The5e regulations may be cited as the RegulalK>m fOI 1992 for the 
Postgraduate Diploma and Degree of Master of GerontolOllY and 
GeriatriC!; - Dip.Ger. - M.Gcr. 

The Postgraduate I>lpluma and ~ree of M aster ofGerunlology and Gt:rilItria­
Dip.GeI'. - M.~r. - Rtguu,tlons, 1992. 

ClUI>on and Interpnlation 

l. (I) These regulations may be ci ted as the Course leading 10 the 
P05lgradualc Diploma and Deg'" of Masttr of ~ronlOlogy and Geriatric,; 
Dip.G,h. - M.Ger . - Regulations. 1992. 

(2) In these regulatioo ~, unless the context othelWise requires-

"the 8oard~ mean~ the Board of the Institute of Gerontology; 

~the Course:~ means the Course: leading 10 the Postyaduate Diploma or 
Degree of Master of Gerontology and Geriatrics - Dip.Ger. - M.Ger. ; 

"the Degree" means the Degree of Master of Gerontolos~ and Geriatrics: 

"the Diploma" means the Postgraduate Diploma in Gerontolog~ and 
Geriatrics. 

Applkability 

2. "These regulalions shall be applicable to courses starting in October 1990 or 
lalc r. 
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OIIalifk1illions for Admission 

3. (I) A candidate $hall be eligible to apply for registration in the Course if he 
lIas Of>e of the following Q\l3lirICations: 

(3) a degree 01 professional qualification in 11 discipline or S<:ience pertaining 
10 onc of the: caring professions obtained from Ihis University Or one of its 
Insti tutes or from 11 foreign University or Ins1i tule or from another appropriate 
authority. whether local or foreign , rccogni$ed by this Universi ty; or 

(b) any other professional qualification deerned ao;;cptable by Senate if il is 
accompanied with such work ing experienoc: in the care of the elderly as may be 
approved by the Board, 

(2) A cand idate woo does not have the qualifications referred to in 
paragraph (1) orthis rc:gulalioo may be admiued 10 tbe Course by the Board as a mature 
student if he shows 10 ils satisfaction that he has an exceptional degree of experience in 
Ihe care of Ihe elderly and that he has the necessary background to follow the Course 
with profit . 

(3) No candidate shall ~ admilled to the Course unla.s he is fluent in the 
English language. 

Coorse or Studies 

4 .. (I) The ~urse shall ~st ofsludy-units and practice plaoements for which 
18 credlls shall ~ U$lgned. A credit s.hall ~ awarded on the basis of lhe assessment of 
progress achieved on completion of the required study and a!i$ignments. Normally each 
study-u nil shall include 14 lectures, accompanied by a number of tu torials and course 
assignments. 

(2) A catalogue of study·un its with the number of credits assigned to each 
unit shall be published by the Board before the commencement of the Course . 

(3) The Course shall be compoKd of: 

(a) Module 1:_ 8 study-units comprising a common core of subjects 
including Social Gerontology and Medical Geriatrics, to be fOllowed by all 
students . 

(b) Module 2:- 5 study-un its in either Social Gerontology or Medical 
Geriatrics made lip of three contplll:;ory study-units with two optional study-units. 
A candidate follows onc of these twO streams according to his enlry QualifICations. 

(c) Module 3:- Practical plaoements to which five credits shall be 
assigned. 

(4) The Board s.hall appoint a Course coordinator for study-units in Social 
Gerontology and a course coordinator fo r study-units in Medical Geriatrics. 
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S. (I) ASK_nt of progrcu man be carried out in the form of euminationl 

lIthe end of Module. I and 2 by the two Course coordinalOf1i and the Oiredor of the 
I nstit~lc of Gerontology in consultation with the Tapcctive lecturers involved in 
Icachin,and, ~hcn AppiOVl"!IC. with OIher l«'hlI"Crs, 8$ lTIiIy be established by the 
~rd. EvaluatIOn 01 the Pf1C'Uce placemcnl5$hatl be made by IlUpcrvi50Tnppoinled 10 
,vide IIIeSludenlS through the pllccments at the assigned place of work . 

(2) In the use:uments of moduk:s marks will be a~d on a 5C1I1e from 
MA - 10 -0-. - A - bein, the hiJhe$l marlr. . - F" indkatcs . Fail. 

P) A Huden t ~ho obtains -f'" in ModI/it; 1 or Module 21N1Y be allowed to 
present hi_If. tecond tune for ' wamenl. TIle u scssmenl ~urc forsllch reosil 
dIaIl be determined by the Course coordinatoR and the Director of the ImlilUlc of 
Oeronlology. If the candidate r,ils in the re-$il , he will be required 10 follow any 
instructionl i$sued lI the dbcretion of the BooIrd. 

f>ost&ndWlle lHpIom&IM.wr'1 Drer« Option 

6. Students who obtain an overaU sr-de - A- or - 0 - in the asseumcnt of Module 
1 will be given lheoplion 10 pl'OCttd 10 the Course leading to the fXgrcc in accordance 
wit h regulation 8 hereunder or loeonlinue in the Course leadinllto the Diploma. 

POit,ndulle OlplomM COVNe 

7. (I) Sludents Jlloaedin, with the Course kading 10 Ihe Diploma shall ,ln 
addilion 10 eompiclin, Modules 2 and 3, be required to submit a long CUly of 5,000 -
10.000 words on an approved area of sludy. 

(2) If, on aucssment such CUly fails to reach the req uired standard the 
candidate will be allowed. muimum of) calendar mont hs 10 re·submi l the work . 

(3) 1bc CouIK shall be compleled within 9 months of full. time stud)' , 
NonnalIy. aJUIK shllI ealeno from October to J unc . 

(4) A Final Comprehensive Examination shall be held towuds tbe CM of 
the Course.nd dWI comist of twO wrlnen p;lJlCB. StudcnlS IDly be required to IneM 
• viva Yoa: aamination. 

(5) 1bc fi nll results shlll be published after the: Final Comprehensive 
Eumination, the ~nlltion of the: long essay and the eomplction ofallthe practioe 
plaa:mcnts. 1bc final marks shall be allocated as follows: 

Final Comprehcn$ive Euminalion ................ ... ....... 40% 

Course work Indudin, practice placements .. . . . .. . .. ..... . 40% 

Lon, Essay ............ ............................................. 20% 
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(6) The final grades for successful candidates shall be awarded on a seal<; 
(rom ~A" \0 "0". " A " being the !tighes! grade and designated as "Passed with 
Distinction". Hr indicates Failed. 

(7) A candidate who fails shall be given permission 10 re-lil the examination. 

MllSttr'.~ 

8. (1 ) A student shall be eligibk for registering for the Course leading \0 Ihe 
Dc~" instead of continuing wi lh the Cour.;e leading to the Diploma if he has obtained 
an overall grade - A-or - B- in the assessment of Module I. 

(2) A stLident shall also be eligible for registration for lhe Course leading 10 
the Dclre" in accordance with paragraph (9) of Ihis regulation afte r oomplelion Ollh" 
Course leading to the Diploma if he has obtained grade - A-or "B" in Ihe final resul!. In 
slIch case lite student shall be req ui red 10 register for Ihe Course leading 10 Ih<: Degr«: 
within the three monll\S following the publication of the fi na l results of the Course 
leading to the Diploma , subject to paragraph (10) of this regulation. 

(3) Students admi tted 10 the Course leading 10 the Degree under paragraph 
( I) of this regulation shall be req uired to-

(a) complete Modules 2 and 3 successfully; 

(b) pass the final examination for the Degree; and 

(t) write a thesis on an original research project . 

(4) On registration for the Course leadin, to the Degree students shall 
submit the proposed title of thei r thesis and an outline of a research projtct 10 be 
performed for the purpose of the Ihesis, The project shall be subject to approval by the 
Board which Shall also nominate a supervisor for eadl student . 

(S) The thesis shall contain the results of the rnc:arch project, • cri tical 
review of Ihe relevant literature and. critical discussion of the results. Thc thC$i$ shall 
be not less than 10,000 words Ion, .nd shall be submitted not later Ihan eightccn 
months from the date of ao;eptarv:e of its title. The students may perlorm or complete 
the re$Cacch project and writing of the thesis in their respective countries. 

(6) The thesis shall be namined by an examining board appoin ted by 
Senate. 

(7) H the thesis does not reach the rC(juired standard tbe student may be 
req uired to amend and rc-submit it within a period not uecedingone year. A lIudent 
may be required to defend his thesis . 

(S) The final results of shllients admitted unde r paragraph (I) of this 
regulation shall be published afte r the completion of the Degree examination, the 
completion of the practice placement and the submission of the thesis. The final mark$ 
will be allocated as follows: 

Final Comprehensive Examination ..... ,.................... 4O'Jo 
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l1Ie$is ......•......•••....•.......................... .... .. ... . ..... "'% 
(9) Students ""1\0 register for the Course leading \0 the Degree under 

paragraph (2) of Ihis regulation shall be required 10 submit a thesis as provided in 
parag.raph$ (4), (5). (6) and (7) of this regulation . 

(10) Students who obtained the grade MA" or Mlr in the Course leading 10 
the Oiploma which ended in 1\1'91 may appl~ for registration for the Course leading 10 
the Degree within 6 months of the publicalion of these regulations. 

(11) The final result of students admitted 10 the Course leading to the 
Degree under paragraph (2) or (10) of 111;5 regulation sh~ll be based on the assessment 
of the tllesis. 

( 12) The final grade for successful candidates shall be amended on a :;cale 
from MA~ 10 MB~ , "A" being the highest grade and designated as kPassed with 
Distinction (Cum Laudet and ~B " indicating a MPass". "F'" indicates Failed. 

~ --D;pon-". ~I-""";"; ~ IWtiljoo ~ by oM {)t".,.-.., of I~Jor-kHt _ C~,uz, 
Mio~ fl..11IaIDp<rija taI.()..,,,, _ ""'-I .. oM Go ........... '" ,,",,, .. , 1'rm 
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