
L.N. 55 oK 1.9!l3 

QUALIT\, CONTROL 
(EXPORTS, IMPORTS AND LOCAL GOODS) 

ACT (CAP. 215) 

Ekclrk Cable Order, 1993 
(Onkr No. MJ I 011993) 

IN exen:ise of tile powen conferred by section 3 of the Quality 
Control (bpons. Impons and Local Goods) Act. the Malta Board of 
Standards has made the following order: -

1.1 This order may be cited as the Electric Cable Order. 1993 and 
may be referred to as Order No. M31 of 1993. 

1.2 This order shall become opcrdtive on a date after tile lapse of 
20 days from Ihe day on which it is laid on the Table of the House of 
Representatives, wlticlt date sltall be notified by the Board in tlte 
Gazene. 
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2.1 This order is intended to COver essential requiremen ts of SoofIo. 
e lectric cables of tlte type used or intended to be used in domestic power 
and lighting, whether for indoor or outdoor use as used in h(luseh(llds , 
ga rages. sh(lps, light industries and on fanns. 

3. 1 The provisions of tltis order apply 10 imponed electrit:e:ables "'$I' "bolet. 

and electric cables manufactured for the local market . 

3.2 The provisions of !his order apply to e lectric cables havinJlI 
voltage designation up to 45(V7SO and a conductor area up 10 16mm . 

J.3 This ordcr doe:,; not apply 10 electric cables exclusively 
designed for industrial use. and for cables used on equipment having 
vo1 tages up 10 SO Vo1l$. andlor currenl$ greater than 63 Amperes andlor 
frequencies greale r lhan 60 cycles per second, where Ihe coi ls of s...:h 
cables are marked or labelled wilh the following informalion or words 
which oon'l(:y Ihe ",me meaning; any such marking Or labelling shall be 
legible and durable and done in English andlor Malrcse. Such labdling 
is POt required on cables which, on account of their dimcnsions , 
characte ristics. propenies or olher cogenl grounds are manifestly 
unsuilable for domestic power and lighting: 

3.3.1 Not for use on mains voltage or. 

3.3.2 Only sui table for up 10 SO voIlS or . 

3.3.3 For use on tdcphoncs, loudspeakers and similar 
applications. 

4.1 No item to which this order applies sltaJl, unless it complics eoru ...... " . 
with th is order -
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4. 1.1 be sold , offered for IoIIle. CKJ'l'l'5td for sale or kept in 
~n of any Jl'C'non for the pu~ of being sold: 

4. 1.2 be locally manufactured or imported inlo Malta for 
loallllK. 

5. 1 All definitionsof the El«uYal Equipment Order No. 28shall 
apply. 

5.2 "Electric cable" means an insulated condUCIOJ Or an assembly 
of oonduc!ol1i which may in.corporalc an IWCmbly protection. ~ 
prolct'live rovering or co~rings. and shall also be held to include a 
f1uiblc cable. f1Cl1iblc cord or cxlt:nsible lead. 

5.3 "Fle~ible cable" means an electric cable which is required to 
be capable of being flexed whil e in service and of which the structu re 
and materials arc such as to fulfil this requ irement. 

5.4 " F1c~ible cord" means a f1c.ible cable wjlh a limited number 
of conductors o f small cl"OS$-:s«liona! area. 

5.S "EXlclI5ible lead" means a flexible cord that has been coiled 
10 produce helieallead$ for use with portable or movable equipment. 

S.6 " Indicated standa rd" means the OIanda.d to .... hich the 
cleo.:1rK cabll: is claimed to conform. provided thal it is 8Cnerally in 
agreo:menl with the technical provisions of the appropriate 
recommendations issued by the International Eleo.:1 rOlechnical 
Commission ( IEC). 

5.7 "Voltage duignation" means the rated voltage of the cabk 
for .... hich the cable: i$ designed and is eJlpressed. in Volts . by the 
follo .... ing e~pression -

UoIU 

.... here: Uo is the root mean square value be tween any 
insulated conductor and earth. 

U is the rOOI mean square value between Iny two) 
phase conductors of a multicorc cable orof aiYlilem 
of sin,KIe-rore cables. 

S. 7. I In a dirffi current syslem. t h ... oominal vullage uf the 
Syslem shall be nOI higher Iban 1.5 times the rated voltage of the 
cable. 

5.8 "Ovalily" means the difference bet .... een any t .... o values of the 
overall diameter of cin.:ular ewric cable at the $amI: cr~·$«'Iion . 
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6. 1 Coil$ of electric tablcs to which this order applies shall be Mort .... "" 
packedlwrapped by an appropriate means and the packinywropping Iol>tlli .. . 
shall be marked or labelled with the following information . Any 
marking5 or labe lling shall be legible anu durable and done in English 
aodi'm Maltese. 

6.1.2 Type of clcctril; cable. This shall indJ,K\e thenumbetof 
roTes and rond uctor arca in mm1• and type of inslllalionlshealh ; 

6.1.3 CondU(lor material link» the fX>I\duClor material is 
annealed copper: 

6.1.4 Voltagcdcsignation; 

6.1.5 1lM: manUflK'lUTCr'S name or ' ''''demark : 

6.1.6 Nominal length of ooi l in melres. 

6.2 Electric cabks 10 which Ihis o rder applies shall. 6 mon ths 
after the pUblication of Ihis order, be provided with an indication of 
origin . This shall incLude tile manufacturer's n~mc of lradc mark Ind be 
done by one of the three following alternative mctbods: -

6.2.1 primed tape within the cable ; 

6.2.2 printing, indentingorembouingon the insulation of It 
least one core ; 

6.2.3 printing. indenting Or emb05sing on the sheath if any . 

6.3 The marking shall be legible .nd durable . "The gap betw«n 
the end of one complete inscription and the begi llning of tile next $hall 
fIO( uceed SOOmm if the markillg is on the wath and shall not exceed 
200mm if the marking is on the insulation . 

6.4 In tile case of extensible leads both tails of the extensible lead 
shall be marked approxi mately at mid. point of the tail . byemhossingor 
illk prin ting on heat shrink sleeving. 

7.1 Each core of ek'CI rkcable to which this order applies shall he Co« 
identified by its colour. The colours shall comply with the requiremenl5 .. ,'"fAt ..... 
of the indicated stalldard as appropriate. 

7.2 Except for cahles for U!ie in special applications . twin 
sheathed Oelible cords and cablCl shall be coloured brown and blue, 
while in sheathed Oexible cords and cable5 comprising three or more 
cores. the colours avail able shall illCl ude tile combination grttnI)'ellow. 
blue aoo brown. 

7.J 8i-<X>lour combination shall he made of yello .... and green 
only. For every lengt h of 15mm the distri bution of onc oftllese colours 
shall cover at least 30% and at most 70% of the surface of the core, while 
the other colour coven tile remainder of the surface . 
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8,1 'The shealhshaU be applied in asin&le laycr . ltshaU be applied 
dosdy but ~h,d l rt01 adhere 10 tile ('()ff$ or any in"", covenn,_ h shall be 
pcnniiWblc for the sheatll to penetrate ;nco the IlpaC'C'I between Ih<: 
cores, thus forming a fillilll. 11 shall be capable of being removed 
without damage 10 the rores. 

8 .1 .. VC insulated eJlcmible leads 10 which this order applies 
shall be made from 2 or ) oore n" tible cord having condoct~ with a 
nominal CTOSIl-5eClional area of between O.Smm' and 1.5mm' inclusive. 

9.1 Elccuic cables 10 ... hid! Ihi, order applin shall meet the 
requi rements of tile indicated standard as regards electrical 1('5IS, 
constructional and dimensional tests and teliU under lire conditions. 

10.1 Electric cables 10 which this order applies shan meet the 
requi rements of the indicated standard as regards meo:.:haniClI 
propcTlics of 1he conductors, insulation and sheath . 

11 .1 El«tric cables 10 which this orde r applies shall be tested by 
methods described in the indicated standard andfor CENELECor IEC 
Standards. 

I~ih' <"I\icI.Diponime.",· ' _L.~ _ ", ... iljo ~ b, riot v." •• • "" '" ,.,.. _ K~ 

!>Iilbull> ~-,,,_ri;a 1>'·G"<,n PriMM . IN c".,.,-"_ ,........,,.,.., 
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