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CIop.JI!. 

I assent 

(L.s.) U go MifSUD BoNNla 
President 

12th August. 1997 

ACT No. XXJ1 ()C 1m 

AN ACT to amend the Social Security Act. 

BE IT ENACTED by the President, by and with the advice and 
consent of the House of Representatives, in this present Parliament 
assembled , and by the authori ty of the same, as follows:-

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the Social Security (Amendment) 
Act, 1997 ,and shall be read and construed as one with the Social Security 
Act , hereinafter referred to as "the principal Act". 

(2) This Act shall be dcc:med to have come into force as 
foJ1ows: 

(a) sections 7 to 11, 13 and 14 shall be deemed to have 
come into force on the 4th January , 1997; and 

(b) section 12 shall be deemed to have come into force on 
the 6th January, 1997; and 

(e) sections 2 to 6 shall come into force on the 4th October, 
1997 . 

2. In subsection (1) of section 2 of the principal Act. for the 
definition of"Scrvice Pension" , there shall be substituted tbe following:-

""Service Pension", means-

(i ) with effect from the lstdayof April , 1978,apension 
or otber allowance awarded to a pen<m at any time before or 
Arter the aforesaid date that is payable by or Oil behalf of his 
employer in respect of past services in Malta or abroad and 
shall in each and every case be considercd on an ullcommuted 
basis , and 



(ii) with effect from January 6, 1996. net of increa.o;es 
in the amount payable of such Service Pension by way of 
cost of living increases awarded after January 7 , 1995, and 

(iii) with cffect from October 4, 1997, a pension or 
other allowance, otherthan a pension or other allowance which 
has bcen commuted in whole, or which does not exceed 
Lm200 per annl,lm, net of increases in the amount payable of 
such Service Pension by way o f cost of living increases 
awarded aftcr the initial award of su.ch.service Pcnsion: 

Provided that, witll effect from the 4th January, 199'2, 
where such person is in receipt of two or more Service 
Pensions, only the higher or the highest, as the case may be , 
of such Scrvicc Pensions shall be "deemed to be a Service 
Pension for the purpose of assessing, revising or re-assessins 
a pension in respect of retirement or invalidity under this Act: 
sohowever that , and solely for the purpose of assessing, 
~vising or re-assessing a Retirement Pension in accordance 
with section 44 and paragraph (i) of subsection (1) of section 
47 of this Act, a person who is in receipt of two or more such 
Service Pensions one of which is payable by or all behalf of 
the United Kingdom Government.shall have the ri ght to elect 
which of such Scrvice Pension as aforesaid is to be deemed 
to be the Service Pension for this Ilitter purpose: 

Provided Curther that, with effect from the 4th January 
1992, and solely for the purpose referred to in the foregoing 
proviso of this definition , where a Service Pension as aforesaid 
in this definition has been-

(8) commuted in part only and the pensioner has 
reached his nnd binhday, 50~ of the commuted pan 
only of such Service Pension shall be taken into account, 
"d 

(b) commuted in whole,only 50% of such Service 
Pension shall be taken illto account, so howeverthat with 
effect from the 4th October, 1997, where stich Service 
Pension has been commuted in whole, it shall no longer 
be taken into account for the purposes of this Act;" " 
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3_ In section 33 of the principal Act,immediately after the words .....,._hl .... 
M in connection with his employment" there shall be added the words". =~13~"the 
So however that, such abatement sbaU not exceed the amount that would 
have been payable to the widow by the cmployer of her late husband, 
had her husband died immediately after the date of the initial awlU'd of 
his service pension". 
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Part II 

Amounts of Injury Gront 

Degree of Disablement Amount of Grant 

4Jan - 4Apr S Apr- 2 10n'98 
% Lm c Lm, 

1 63.16 63.52 
2 126.32 l!!7D4 
3 189.48 190.!i6 
4 252.64 254D8 
~ 315.80 317.60 
6 378 .96 381.12 
7 442.12 444.64 
8 50528 508.16 

• 568.44 571 .68 
10 631.60 635 .20 
11 694.76 698.72 
12 757.92 762.24 
13 821.08 825 .76 
14 88424 889.28 
15 941.40 952.80 

" 1010.56 1016.32 
17 1073.72 1079.84 
18 11 36.88 1143.36 

l' 1201J.04 1206.88 

P",Ul 

Hi8MJt Rate of Injury Pension 

Woe'" Rate 

41an - 4Aor S~2Jan'98 

Lm , Lm, 
18.20 18.30 
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S .... li<Iaof .... 
Si>JII SoIIod.I. 10 
1110 pri.ctpol Aa. 

PM IV 

Orphan 's Allowance 

WeekI Rate 
4Jan - 4Apr 5 Apr -2 Jan'98 

Lm, Lm , 
11 .29 11 .36 

p"" V 

Orphan 's Supplementary Allowance 

Weekly Rale 

4Jan - 4Apr SApr-2Jan'98 
Lm , Lm , 
24.31 24.48 

" 

8 . For the Sixth Schedule to the principal Act there shall be 
substituted the following:-

"SIXTH SCHEDULE 
Sections 27,30,66, 68 

Port I 

Scale a/Social Assistance per week. inclusive of allY measures 
under the proYi.fio llS f)f sec/ion 90A of this Ac t 

A household of ONE digible member only 

4Jan-4Aor 5 Apr-21an'98 

Lm' Lm , 
24.79 24.96 

Where the number of eligible members in the household exceeds the number 
indicated in the above column, the respective weekly rates indicated therein shall be 
increased by Lm3.50 per week in respect of every other eligible member in thai 
household. 
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p", IT 

Highest Rate 0/ Age ptfl5ion per wed inclusive of any increases 
under the provisions 0/ section 90A 0/ this Act 

Category of Pensioner Highest Rate of Age Pension 
per week 

4 Jan -4Apr 'Apr - 211111 '98 
Lm, em , 

!. A roanied man whose wife :-
( i) also qualifies for a pension in her own 35.10 3530 

right under section 27 or 66 of this Act 
(ii) does no quality for a pension in her own 18.87 19 .04 

right under sections 27 or 66 of this Act 

2. A married woman whose husband docs not 
quaJ ify for a pension in his own right under 
sections 27 or 66 of this Act 18.87 19.04 

3. Widowed or single persons 26.43 26.60 

p", m 

Highest Rate of Disability Pension and Blindness Pension fHr wuk, inclusive 0/ any 
increase undu the provisions of section 90A of this Act 

Category of Pensioner Highest Rate of Disability 
Pension or B1indnes~ 

Pension per week 

4J8n - 4"1lT !i Apr - 2 Jan'98 
Lm< em , 

!. A manied man whose wife:-
(i) also qualifies fo r a pension in her own 33 .45 33.62 

TiSht under sections 27 or 66 of th is Act 
(ii) does not quali fy for a pension in her own 18.87 19.04 

right under sections 27 or 66 of this Act 

2. A mamed woman whose husband docs not 
qualify for a pension in his own right under 
sections 27 or 66 Oflhis Act 1S.87 19 .04 

l . Widowed or single persons 24 .31 24.48 
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Part IV 

Highest Rare a/Carer'lI Penllion ptr week InclllSive of QIf'j ;lIcretUtJ under tilt: 
prows/opts of section 90.4. o{ 'his Act 

Highest Rate of Carer's Pension 
per week 

4Jan .4 Apr 5 Apr · 2 130'98 
Lm , Lm , 
26.43 26.60 

p"" V 

House Rent 

'The rates in Parts I, ll , III and IV of Ihis Schedule shall be Increased by .5Oc pel 
week if the houselfold is paying rent fur lis normal place ofhllblwtion: 

Provided thai , where more than one homehold live within the same premises,tl\( 
rent allowance shall be paid only once , and shall be paid to Ihe head of household 
responsible for the payment of such rent to tbird parties. 

The groundn;nt payablll by the household In respect of premises which are held in 
emphytewis for a period not exceeding twenty-five years shall be deemed to be the 
house rent for tbe purposes of this paragraph if such premises are used exclusively by 
the household and solely as residence . 

Pan VI 

Rare per week of Allowance in lieu of an Age PetIJivn, tJ. Disability Peru/on alld (t 
BlilldlleSl PeH.tion 

4Jan- 4Apr 5 Apr - 2 Jan'98 

Lm, Lm, 
3.52 3.57 . 
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9. For the Seventh Schedule to the principal Act there shall be WostitUli"" ofllle 
. 5ovuIIo Sc""",", to 

sUbStituted the followlng:- tIIopriroci .... Aa. 

"SEVENTH SCHEDULE 

Section 20 

Scale Rates of Means Governing Sickness Assis tance 

Number of Persons in household Scale Rate 

I person only Lm 9.30 

Where the number of members in the household exceeds , 1, the weekly rate 
indicated above shall be increased by Lm3 .50pcrweek in respect or every other member 
in that household," . 

10. For the Eighth Schedule to the principul Act there sha!! be SubslitUhO!loCth. 

substituted the foll owing:- ::::=~~~ 

"EIGHTH SCHEDULE 

Pm J 

Section 23 

Scale rales 0/ meallS governing Fru Medical Aid where the head of household is in 
illsurable employment or self-occupied 

Number or Persons in household Senle Rate 

4 Jan - 4 Apr 5 Apr - 2 Jan '98 
Lm, Lm, 

I person only 35.88 36.13 

Where the number of membcn in the household exceeds I, the weekly rate 
indicated above shall be increased by Lm350 per week in respector every ocher member 
in that household. 

Pm II 

Scale rOles of means governblg Free Medical Aid where the lJead of household is 
neither in insurable emp loyment or self-occupied 

Number of Persons in household Scale rale 

1 person only Lm 11.75 
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p",m 

Class Two Contributions 

(Self Occupied Persons) 

Cate- Type of Sdf-Occupied W eekly R~te of COlltributions 

""Y .. ~, p;ayable by a Self-Oecupied 

person 

6Ian - 6Apr 7 Apr - 4 Jan'98 

Lm, Lm, 

Pet-oons whose annual nel earnings (excluding 

Malernity Benefit. Chi1dr~n's Allowanc~ and 

any ~x gratia B~nefit payable uruler 80<:1ion 88 

of t11is Act) durillg the calendar year immediately 

precedi ng the contr ibution year in which the 

contribu tion is being paid:-

SA exceeds Lm390 but does not exceed Lm2820 7.37 7.'" 
SB exceeds Lm2820 but does nol exceed Lm33S0 8.67 8.70 

SC exceeds Lm3350 but doe~ not exceed Lm3880 991 !OJlO 

SD exceeds Lm38!Kl but does not exceed Lm4410 11.22 11.25 

SE exceeds Lm4410 but does n<){ exceed LmS ISO 13.02 13.0~ 

SF exceeds L015150 ID7 1~ .40 

SubstitDlioD of the 
1'weIfih Sch<duk to 
the princ ip.l "'ct. 

13. For the Twelfth Schedule to the principal Act there shall be 
substituted the following:-

wr~LFTHSCHEDULE 

Sections 26, 31,44,50,54,63 ,64 and 67 

Rates of several kinds of pension 

A. Fu II Rates of Reti rement Pension per week, inclusive of any increase under 
the provisions of section 90A of this Act. where the yearly average of contributions 
paid or credited is 50 or more 

~01U " hQ are alsG in re«ipt ora Senlce Person! who are alw In rwelpt or a SeT\lk:e 

Pension lha l ~payabte by or on behalf cf lh. Pension that is Nffi' payable by Ot on behalf of 
Govemmenl or the Unlted KlnXdom the Gover llD\Clll of !he Unlted Kingdom 

Married Man who Married Man who 
is O1ai ntainir.g Any other ""rson is maimaining Any other person 

his wife his wife 

4Jan·4Apr 5'\'pr- 4Jan.4Apr 5 Apr- 4Ian.4Apr SApr- 4Ian·4Apr SApr' 
2JI!D '98 2 Jan '98 2 Jan'98 2 hn'98 

Lm, Lm, Lm , c.. , Lm , Lm Lm , Lm' 

29.5 1 29.68 20.82 20.99 27.05 27.22 19.70 19.87 

" 
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8 . Full Rates of Increased Retirement Pension, Invalidity Pen sion, Increased 
Invalidity PensioD , National Minimum Pension and Increased National Minimum 
p.ension per week, inclusive of any increases under the provisions of se<:tion 90A of 
Ifhis Act, where the yearly average of contributions paid or credited is 50 or more . 

Type or Pension ~brried Man "'00 Is Any other puson 

nUlinlaini", his wife 

4Jan - 4 Apr 5 Apr- 4 Jan- 4Ap1" SAp< -

2 J.o'98 2 J ... ·98 . 
Lm , Lm' Lm , Lm, 

IDCfI\:Iled Retirement Pe llsion 44.34 4451 33.85 34m 
inval idity Pension li.80 2191 16.15 16.32 

IDcreascd Invalidity Pension ,,>, ,. .. ,.>, 26.68 
Naliollal Minimum f'e!l!l iono 35.1 1 35.30 ,.,. 29., 
IlICI"eased National Minim um Pension 44" .. >, 33.85 34"2 

-N,B, The fu ll rates of National Minimum Pension are calculated at four-fifths 
(to the nearest whole cent) of the National Minimum Wage in the case o f a married 
man who is maintaining his wife aDd at two-thirds (to the nearest whole cenl o f the 
National Minimum Wage) in lhe case of any other person, as provided for in section 
50 of th is Act. 

C. Full Rate of Widow's Pension per week and inclusive of any increases under 
lhe provisions of section 90A of this Act , where the yearly avt:rage of contribution 
paid or credited. is 50 or more. 

4Jnn - 4Aor 5~ -2 Jan'98 
Lm , Lm , 
32.33 3250 

D. Reduced Rates of Retirement Pension. Increased Retirement Pension, 
Invalidity Pension, Increased Invalidi ty Pension, National Minimum Pension and 
Increased National Minimum Pension per week. inclusive of any increases under the 
provisions of section 90A of this Act, where the yearly average of contributions paid 
or credited is between 20 and 49. 

Vcarly Bve~e or 
contrlbutions paid 

or ~nfd !ttd 

(() - 49 

30- 39 
20 - 29 

Rateor ptnsion payable pH week 

(cakulalNi to the nearest wbole (~nl) 

]{FAP - INCI :II: 0.891 t tNC 
]{FAP - INCI ~ O.69j -t INC 

( (PAP • INC) x 0.49) t INC 
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