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L.N. 81 of 2002

FOOD, DRUGS AND DRINKING WATER ACT
{CAP. 231}

Contaminants in Food Regulations 2002

IN exercise of the powers conferred by article 12 of the Food,
Drugs and Dninking Water Act, the Minister of Health, on the advice of
the Malta Standards Authority, has made the following regulations:-

1. The title of these regulations is the Contaminants in Foods
Regulations, 2002, and shall come into force on the 30th April, 2092,
provided that these Regulations shall not apply to products placed on
the market before that date.

2.1 These Regulations concern contaminants contaimed in food.

2.2 These Regulations shall not apply to contaminants which are
the subject of more specific rules.

3.1 In these regulations, unless the contexl otherwise requires,
the following definiticns shall apply:

“contaminant” means any substance not intentionally added
to food which is present in such food as a result of the production
{including operations carried out in crop husbandry. animal
husbandry and veterinary medicine), manufacture, processing,
preparation, treatment, packing, packaging, transport or holding
of such lood, or as a result of environmental contanunation.
Extraneous matter, such as, for example, insect fragments, animal
hair, etc., is not covered by this definition.

4.1 Food vontaining a contaminant in an amount which 1s
unacceptable from the public health viewpoint and in particular 2t a
toxicological level shell not be placed on the market.

4.2  Contaminant levels shall be kept as low as can reasonably
be achieved by following good practices at all the stages referred to in
paragraph 3.1.

5.1 The maximum levels for certain contaminanis in fondstuffs
indicated in the Schedule to these Regulations may not be exceeded.
Where applicable, the maximum levels specified apply to the edible
part of the foodstuffs mentioned,




5.2 The official sampling methods and performance criteria [or
methods of analysis shall be those laid down by the Schedule.

5.3 In the case of products, other than those mentioned under
regulation 7.1, which are dried, diluted, processed or composed of more
than one ingredient, the maximum lzvel applicable shall be that laid
dewn in the Schedule, taking into account respectively:

{a} changes of the concentration of the contaminant caused
by drying or dilution processes.

{b) changes of the concentration of the contaminant caused
by processing,

{c) the relative proportions of the ingredients in the product
and

(d)  the analytical limit of quantification

The first subparagraph shall apply in so far as no specific
maximum levels are fixed for these dried, diluted, processed or
compound products.

54  The maximum levels specified wny the Schedule shall apply
also 1o food intended for infants and voung children, taking into account
respectively, the changes of the concentration of the contaminant caused
by drying, dilution or processing and the relative concentrations of the
ingredients in the product.

55 Without prejudice to regulations 6.1 and 7.3, it is prohibited
to use products as food ingredients for the production of compound
foodstuffs which do not comply with the maximum levels set in the
Schedule.

6.1  The Superintendent of Public Health, after consultarion with
the Director responsible for Plant Health and the Head of the Directarate
responsible for foodstuffs within the Malta Standards Authority, may,
where justified, authorise for a transitional period the placing on the
markel of [resh lettuces and fresh spinach, grown and intended for
consumption in Malta, with nitrate levels higher than those set as
maximum levels in the Schedule provided that codes of good agricultural
practice are applied o achieve gradual progress towards the levels laid
down in these Regulations,

7.1 The maximum limits of aflatoxins applicable to the products,
as laid down n points 2(1) and 2(4) of the Schedule shall also be
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applicable to processed products thereof in so far 85 no specific
maxunum limits are fixed for such processed products.

7.2 With regard to aflaloxins in products mentioned in the firs:
entry of point 2 of the Schedule, it is prohibited:

{a) 1o mix products complying with the maxunum levels
laid down in the Schedule with products exceeding these maxiimun
levels or to mix products to be subjected to a sorting technique or
physical treatment with pruducts tntended for direet human
consumpoon or as an ingredient in [eodstuffs,

{b} 1w use products which do not comply with the maximum
levels laid down in point 2 of the Schedule as an ingredient for the
manufacture of ather foodsiufTs,

{c} todctoxily products by chemical treatments.

7.3 Groundnuts, nuts and dried fruit not complying with the
maximum levels of allatoxins laid down in the first entry of point 2 of
the Schedule and cereals not complying with the maximum levels aid
down in the fourth entry of point 2 can be placed on the market provided
that these products:

{(a) are not intended tor direct human consumption or used
as an ingredient in foodstuffs,

(b} comply with the maximum levels laid dn‘u‘.f_l'n in rhe
sceond entry of point 2 of the Schedule for groundnuts and the
third cntry of point 2 of the Schedule for nuts and dried frun,

(c) are subjected to a secondary treatment involving sorting
ot other physieal trearments and that afler this treatment the
maximum limits laid down in the first and fourth entries of poini 2
of the Schedule are not exceeded, and this treatment does not result
in other harmful residues.

{d) are lzbelled clearly showing their destinalivn, and
bearing the indication “product must be subjected 1o sorming or
other physical treatment to reduce aflatoxin contamination before
human consumption or use as an ingredient in foodstulfs™.

Artenic 8.1 The general and specific limits for arsenic given in Pan 6 of
the Schedule shall not apply to:



{a) fish, edible seaweed, or any product containing fish or
edible seaweed, where arsenic is naturally present at levels above
| mg/kg in that fish or seaweed;

(b} any food other than a specified food, fish or edible
seaweed which contains arsenic in excess of 1 mgfkg provided
that such excess 15 a result of a specified food as an ingredient, and
the increase in the arsenic is proportional to the amount of the
specified food used;

{c} hops or hop concentrates intended for use in commercial
brewing:

(d) any food for which the maximum arsenic limit is
prescribed by any other provisions.

9.1 Lead in excess of 1 mg/kg may be present in:
(i1 afood containing two or more ingredients, provided

fa) not less than 10 % by weight of the food consists
of an ingredient for which a higher quantity of lead is
permitted, and

{b) the limits specified in the Schedule would not be
exceeded if the ingredients were sold separately;

(i1) an additive premix consisting of a mixture of two or
more substances for use as an ingredient in the preparation of food.
which is in a container labelled with a conspicuous, clear and legible
statement to the effect that it is an additive premix and is not
intended for retail sale, provided the Timits specified in the Schedule
would not be exceeded if the ingredients were sold separately.

Lend

B 867



Schedule

Maximum Levels for Certain Contaminants in Foodoruffs
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[Cbu s milk (Raw milk, mulk | (a2 [hirective " Directive
for the manufacture of milk- 2001 22/EC 2 228
based products and beal -
_treated mulk) o o I
Condensed milk Ginzluding (15 ! Directive Dnreciive
cvaporaled milk) - _ JA0MA2LEC | A0 22EC K
Sugars with o sulphuled ash 0.5 Direclive | Directive
conlent not exceeding 025 2NN22EC P 2NN 22EC
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Sugars wilth a sulphated ash 1.0 Directive Direcuve |
conlent exceeding 0.25 per | HWN22EC 2AMN 227
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exceeding 1.0 percent of the I
dry matier PR . - o
Sugars with a sulphated ash 50 Directave Directive
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for further refining . B B ]
Sugars with a sulphated wsh | o [Hrective hregtive |
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| pia and poultry - W0122EC 00122FC |
| Comed beefl J 24 Lhrecipve Direcive 1'

| 200227EC

CAMNI22EC
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Marlin (Makaira spp.)

Fike if-son fuciis )
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